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HOME READING. 


“MY TIMES ARE IN THY HAND.” 
BY MARY E. BRADLEY. 
NEED not care 
If days to come be dark or fair, 
If the sweet summer brings delight, 
Or bitter winter chills the air. 
No thought of mine 
Can penetrate the deep design, 
That forms afar, through bud and bloom, 
“The purple clusters of the vine. 
I do not know 
The subtle secret of the snow, 
That hides away the violets 
Till April teaches them to blow. 
Enough for me 
Their tender loveliness to see, 
Assured that little things and large 
Fulfill God’s purpose equally. 
How this is planned, 
Or that, I may not understand : 
Iam content, my God, to know 
That all my times are in thy hand. 
Whatever share 
Of loss, or loneliness, or care 
Falls to my lot, it cannot be 
More than thy will for me to bear. 
And none the less, 
Whatever sweet thing comes to bless 
And gladden me, thou art its source— 
The sender of my happiness, 
Add this to me, 
With other gracious gifts so free, 
That I may never turn my face 
In any evil hour from thee; 
Nor on the sand 
Of shifting faith and feeling stand, 
But wake and sleep with equal trust, 
Knowing my times are in thy hand. 
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AUNT GROAN’S CLASS. 
BY THE REV. ALFRED TAYLOR, 


T is Sunday afternoon, and Aunt Groan has returned 
home after the wearying labors of the day; labors 
that have been wearying, both to herself and to the semi- 
circle of human creatures in behalf of whom they have 
been put forth. She is in querulous mood, and commu- 
nicative withal. The sight of her rueful visage has a 
melancholy influence on the family, and the joylessness 
of her tones of yoice imparts to the jeremiad to which she 
gives vent, 4 poxtentous flavor of doleful despondency. 
With a heavy sigh she commences the sad tale of her woes. 
Aunt Groan’s chief woe is that the boys who compose 
her class are such a sad lot of fellows; and particularly 
that they are lacking in politeness. In the church to 
which she formerly belonged, and in which she was one 
of the great moguls, she had charge of the infant depart- 
ment, which she ruled according to her own grim pleas- 
ure, Being considerably older than her scholars, she 





could compel their obedience as long as they were quite 
young; and when they got big enough to vex her with 
their noisy ways, she could graduate them to one of the 
more mature departments. But the church to which she 
now belongs is four times as large as the other, and Aunt 
Groan being only one-fourth as important as before, and 
laboring under the disadvantage of being a new member, 
has been put in charge of a class of big boys. It is not 
a distinguished class. No greater honor attaches to its 
care than to that of any other class in the school. It is 
not even in a conspicuous place in the schoolroom. 

The boys are not exactly such as Aunt Groan fancies. 
Had she had the making of them, they would have dif- 
fered in many respects from what they are. Principally, 
she would have had them better seasoned with politeness. 
Politeness is Aunt Groan’s specialty. According to her 
rule, everybody must treat her with becoming and rever- 
ential courtesy; while it never occurs to her that she 
should behave with corresponding consideration to any- 
body else. Children who come under her dominion are 
compelled to sit up straight, to “ be seen and not heard,” 
and to say “please” whenever they ask for anything; 
even though the “ please” be jerked out in an agony of 
severe ritualism, or with the acute violence with which 
an aching molar leaves, at the forcible bidding of the 
dentist, the suffering jaw of the impatient patient. 

Aunt Groan’s present lamentation is that her boys 
are rude young persons who do not treat her with that 
degree of respect to which she is entitled. They do not 
evince any love for the stady of the Scripture lesson. 
Nay, even more. She has caught them in the sinful 
business of making fun of her, and cracking jokes at 
her expense. One boy, who wears yellow kid gloves, 
has communicated to her the intelligence that his mo- 
ther is a washerwoman, and that she somtimes gets 
herself into trouble by stealing the clothes she has taken 
home to wash. The woman is really the wife of a 
banker, and takes in no clothes to wash. Another boy, 
who has been absent for two Sundays, gravely tells her 
that he has, since last they met, been afflicted with small- 
pox, varioloid, measles, and mumps. The other boys 
wink and grin, as their teacher gravely listens to this 
fabricated account of complication of disorders. Ano- 
ther boy tells her, with unmoved countenance, of how 
his mother’s diet is nothing but milk and raw onions, 
all the year round. And another says that is nothing, 
for his father lives exclusively on cabbage. Furthermore, 
these wicked boys are not interested in what she tells 
them. They refuse to give heed to her expositions of 
the lesson, and go away as hard-hearted and as un- 
learned as they were when they came to school. She 
thinks that the Sunday-school is no place for such rude 
and godless fellows; and says that they ought to be 
turned out. She cannot imagine why the superinten- 
dent gave jer such a rabble of boys, and declares 
her intention of giving him a broad hint that if he does 
not give her a better class, she will leave the school. 

Now, if Aunt Groan could but hear the other side of 
the story, she might open her eyes with grim surprise. 
The boys have their grievances, to. A couple of them 
have been to the superintendent to say that they can’t 
see why he has given them such a queer teacher. They 
say she is a rather unpleasant old lady, who is continu; 
ally finding fault with them, and all the time putting on 
such a sorry face that they wish school was out. They 
say that she does not know much about the lesson ; and 
that she raps them too severely because they do not study 
it more. They complain that her teaching of it is so far 
from interesting that they have to keep busy in watching 
for her blunders. In a word, it is not a love match be- 
tween teacher and scholars. The superintendent says he 
is sorry, but he will see what can be done. 

Poor Aunt Groan! Miserable, sorrowful failure! You 
are laboring under the delusion that you are a perfect 
Christian, a perfect student, a perfect teacher. You 
have blundered into the idea that the disciples you teach 
ought to be as near perfection as you think you are your- 





self. If they were such perfect creatures they would 
need noteaching. It is because they are faulty and rude 
that they need the best and kindest teaching a mature 
Christian can give them. Aunt Groan, try it again. 
Throw overboard your dismal lamentations. Sweeten 
up that unpleasant countenance. Tone down that acid- 
ulous voice with the condensed milk of human kindness. 
Stop complaining about the hardships of your work. 
Forget, for a week or two, that you ought to be an object 
of especial reverence. If the boys snub you, or make 
fun of you, or crack jokes in your presence, get down 
from the summit of your dignity and meet them half- 
way in the most balmy and sunshiny manner. Then fill 
yourself so full of the lesson that it will almost teach it- 
self; and, depend upon it, you will not come home 
grumbling at your boys, and insisting that they ought 
to be turned out of school. 





ORIGIN OF THE UNIFORM LESSON. 
BY THE BEV. SIMEON GILBERT. 
SECOND PAPER. 


N The National Sunday School Teacher for October, 
1871, Dr. Eggleston wrote : 

Tue Untrorm Lesson.—At last the experiment is to be 
tried. We are to have a uniform lesson for the leading publish- 
ers in thecountry. This is the culmination of the movement of 
which the success of this magazine was the beginning. Weare 
not very sanguine about the ultimate success of entire uniform- 
ity. Charles V. tried to make two clocksrun together and failed. 
It is-said that this failure led him to see the folly of his 
former course, in trying to make people think alike. The 
intereats involved in Sunday-school publishing are various ; 
and these will lead to diversity. The leading Sunday- 
school men are men of strong character, and men of strong 
character are apt to see things very differently. 

It is only weak men that can move compactly on any 
question not vital. Weare not sure but that the opinions 
on the subject of lessons are so deep-seated and fundamental, 
that we shall never be able to make a course for three or 
four years together, which shall combine all parties. We 
fear that denominational jealousies, publishing rivalries, and 
above all the strong honest differences of opinion among 
Sunday-school men, will pull the lessons apart again. We 
are doubtful whether the Sunday-school public will not de- 
mand a greater variety of lessons. This, we know is the 
opinion of many leading Sanday-school men, who are like 
ourselves, willing to give the plan a fair trial. Whether it 
succeeds or not in the end, the experiment cannot fail to do 
good. It brings us together for a year, and it will bring 
many of the old fogy schools on some course of lessons. 

The moral effect will be so good, that the arrangement 
may come to be permanent. But whether permanent or not, 
the moral effect of this trial will be excellent. We vote for 
the cross of the Legion of Honor to B. F. Jacobs. He is the 
original Jacobs to whose tireless persistency, vehe nent urg- 
ing, unruffied and imperturbable good-nature, and general 
faculty for having his own way, we are indebted for the 
present consummation. The amount of energy he has ex- 
pended, the amount of opposition he has braved, the amount 
of tact he has shown in carrying his point, are greater than 
can be imagined by those who have not seen the conflict. 
Strong, earnest, vehement, sometimes brusque in advocating 
his point, Mr. Jacobs is yet one of the sweetest, purest, and 
most self-denying of Christians. We think this is a proper 
time to record our appreciation both of his faith and works. 

At the National convention held at Indianapolis the 
following year, the subject was presented by Mr. Jacobs 
in the form of a resolution. From the report of the 
convention we make a few extracts : 


Mr. B. F. Jacobs, of Illinois, was called to open the dis- 
cussion of the topic of the session, “ The Uniform System of 
Sabbath-school Lessons for the whole country.” “I desire,” 
he said, “ to divide this subject, and to answer first as far as 
possible the question, Why such a course of lessons is de- 
sirable, for the Sunday-schools of this country not only, but 
blessed be God! we hope for the world! That it will not 
only be a national series, but that it will come to he ag in- 
ternational series; and secondly, how this result may be ob- 
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is, that it will promote a more thorough study of the Word 
of God. We need no other answer. We need no other 
reason.” The points made by him were that this would be 
true (1) For the scholars; (2) For the teachers; (3) For 
the parents; (4) For the pastor; and (5) For the writers of 
lessons. He said, “ We have moreover the assurance of its 
hav'ng been inaugurated and carried forward by the Holy 
Sp.cit himself. In proof of which we submit that this plan 
was born; it was not made. The beginning was but a feeble 
thing, compared to what it has now reached. As all things 
must truly live that truly grow, so this thought grows with 
the hours that roll round. There are no men that have any 
right to special honor in this matter. Thank God it is all 
his.” The resolution submitted by Mr. Jacobs was as fol- 
lows: “ That this convention appoint a committee to consist 
of five clergymen and five laymen, to select a course of 
Bible lessons for a series of years, not to exceed seven, 
whigh shall, as far as they may decide possible, embrace a 
general study of the whole Bible, alternating between the 
Old and New Testaments, semi-annually or quarterly, as 
they shall deem be-t, and to publish a li-t of such lessons as 
fully as possible, and at least for the two years next ensuing, 
as early as the Ist of August, 1872; and that this convention 
recommend theic adoption by the Sunday-schools of the 
whole ccuntry, and that this committee have power to fill any 
vacancies as they may occur in their number, by reason of 
the inability of any member to eerve. 

Dr. Eggleston followed: His position on the question 
was regarded with interest, Many supposed him to be 
in favor of the scheme, since he had had no little to 
do with some of the practical steps by which the move- 
ment had grown into such popular favor. He did not 
allow the convention to remain long in doubt. His first 
sentence defined his position. He represented the minority. 
He said: “It seemcd to him that something must have 
frightened some of his brethren! They were certainly 
thought, not long ago, to be at least doubtful. Were they over- 
awed by the enthusiasm of the hour? Had they yielded to 
the high pressure of that incarnated steam-engine of a man, 
Jacobs, who was accustomed to carry every point which he 
had set his mind and heart upon? It cost the speaker some- 
thing to breast the tide, and to move in the teeth of the wind 
and current that had set in so strongly on this question. 
Heretofore he had been with the majority on the great ques- 
tions of Sunday-school progress. But was this progress ? 
Nay. It wasa movement backward. How was the matter 
of uniformity brought about for this year? Did not the com- 
mittee, after careful deliberation, decide that it was not 
deemed best to adopt it? And did they not so announce ? 
But the indomitable Jacobs coming up from Long Branch, 
before all the members of the committee had separated, in 
utter defiance of the decision they had rendered, determined 
that they must reverse it, and in some way succeeded in the 
determination.” (Cries of “Good for Jacobs.” Laughter 
and applause.) “ Well, the matter reminded him of Thomas 
Jefferson’s mill. He built a wind saw-mill once on the top 
of a mountain, located it so that the wind would play upon 
it from every direction. He spent a good deal of money on 
it, and rather prided himself on the original design and 
plan, which were all his own, ‘What do you think of my 
mill?’ he asked of a mill-wright who visited him, ‘ Well, 
since you have asked me, Mr. Jefferson, I suppose I must 
tell you. It is all very well asa mill, but I don’t see how 
you are going to get the lumber up to it to saw.’ ‘Oh,’ ex- 
claimed Jefferson, ‘I never thought of that.’ Mr, Jacobs’s 
plan presents just this practical difficulty ; it is going to be 
exceedingly hard to accomplish it. The inevitable tendency 
of this slavish uniformity will be to a more exclusive use of 
the lesson than before, and the denominations will not be 
brought any nearer together, but will really be taken further 
apart.” The speaker recognized the fact in closing that the 
vote was a foregone conclusion. “He knew that he was on 
the unpopular side. Still he owed it to himself to utter his 
protest and stand by his conviction.” 

J. H. Vincent, D.D., taking the floor, said: A year ago 
he opposed the scheme of national uniformity. To-day he 
was thoroughly converted to the other side. (Applause and 
clapping of hands.) So completely converted that although 
his denomination was now in the sixth year of the Berean 
system, proposing to cover the entire Bible in seven years, 
they were ready to break every stereotype plate, abandon 
their selections, and begin de novo on the broadest platform. 
(Great applause.) He believed in unity, he believed in 
uniformity, and he believed in variety in uniformity, He 
believed in the good old-fashioned sun that shines in the 
heavens, and he loved the lily and the rose, in which its 
light and heat were developed in different forms. He be- 
lieved in the one good old book, but he believed also in the 
one lesson taken from it, and taught on the same Lord’s 
day in ten thousand Sunday-schools of the land, though 
there might be as great variety in the development of that 
one lesson as there was in the tints of the lilies and the 
rosea, As to driving the echools into denominational lesson 
systems, and interfering with independent and union systems, 





the fact was, that the American Sunday School Union, for ! 


example, never did begin the lesson system until after the 
churches had taken hold of it ; and the fact is too, that many 
teachers in all the churches are taking all the lesson prepa- 
rations, and they will continue to take all they can lay their 
bands on, and there will be as great variety as there ever 
has been. 

Rev. George A. Peltz, of Pennsylvania, resumed the dis- 
cussion. He began by a very happy allusion to his “‘con- 
verrion” on this question, after a “protracted meeting” 
with his brother Vincent, who “labored” with him until 
midnight, and saw him profess conversion before retiring. 
But during the night he had “ fallen from grace,” and had 
to be “converted again” by his brother Vincent in the 
morning. He was now soundly converted on the question, 
at least as to the principles involved. He believed, first, 
in the one grand old Text Book. He believed, secondly, in 
uniformity in a single school. He believed, thirdly, in a 
great curriculum, covering the Bible. In the single school, 
the principle is admitted to be gocd. How far shall schools 
be associated with it? The advantage of numbers in the 
added strength and variety of talent, and in the power of 
sympathy can be easily seen. Denominational uniformity 
can be secured without doubt; but can the matter be carried 
to the extent of National co operation, including all the de- 
nominational and undenominational schools of the land? 
This was still a question in the speaker’s mind. He was at 
any rate thoroughly in favor of giving it a trial. 

Mr. B. F. Jacobs again briefly spoke upon the question: 
Unbelief, he called the brethren to notice, was the main 
objection that had as yet been urged by the opposition. They 
did not believe it was practicable, or could be carried out. 
“\f so and so” were done, which it “ was doubtful if it could 
be,” the case would be plainer. He charged the brethren to 
fling away doubts, and have faith. God means to bless the 
land through this movement. Let us believe and work and 
pray in faith, and it will be done. Two or three incidents 
were given by the speaker, emphasizing the truth that we 
were not laboring in this—as we should not labor in any 
work for Christ—for success, or for reward as an end, but 
for Christ! There were difficulties in the way of carrying 
out the plan proposed. But difficulties make men. No 
school, or church, or man, that has not known difficulties, 
knows development and growth. What are difficulties when 
God says, “Go forward”? The brother speaks of the diffi- 
culty of getting the committee together. Why he knew ofa 
committee of twenty-nine, who gathered in New York City 
from every part of the country, and every man was there at 
the appointed hour. And then, to conclude, the matter is not 
compulsory. It is simply a recommendation, not an enforce- 
ment. It is conceived and will be carried out in the spirit of 
the gospel. If any do not see their way clear to follow it, the 
only hope and prayer that will be cherished and uttered by 
all will bé, “God bless you abundantly and make you a 
blessing.” 

Rev. Mr. Foote, of Missouri, before voting, desired first to 
know the men to whom this important trust was to be com- 
mitted, and Mr. Jacobs replied that it was for the conven- 
tion, and for Mr. Foote to say who should serve them. The 
resolution was read a second time, several questions were 
asked for information, which Mr. Jacobs satisfactorily 
answered, and the question being again loudly demanded, the 
vote was taken by rising. An overwhelming majority voted 
“oye,” and ten only voting ‘‘nay.” William Reynolds, of 
Illinois, moved the appointment, by the chair, of a committee 
of five to nominate the committee of ten called for by the 
resolution. The convention then with great enthusiasm and 
unction, sang, “ Praise God from whom all blessings flow,” 
and proceeded to other business. 


The report of the convention says: 


“ The interest of the convention culminated as was expected 
in the uniform lesson question. To this almost everything 
seemed to be tending from the beginning of the sessions. 
The slightest allusion to the subject created a perceptible 
ripple over the body. And when the question came up in 
the regular order, an intensity of feeling was exhibited that 
is rarely seen in a public assembly. At times it reached the 
morally sublime. After the earnest speech of Mr. Jacobs, 
who had been appointed to lead the discussion, and during 
the brief speeches for and against which followed, the scene 
was indescribable. A quiver of eager desire seemed to thrill 
the whole body. It was known that a strong feeling in favor 
of the project was abroad in the Sunday-school community, 
but the feverish anxiety and solemnly set purpose of such 
vast numbers, manifesting itself in such intensity, was hardly 
expected even by the most ardent and sanguine advocates of 
the system. There was scarcely a corporal’s guard of oppo- 
nents to the measure. Although in the morning, when the 
question was broached, repeated cries of “ question !” were 
made, the counsel of caution prevailed, and the measure was 
not rushed through in hot haste, but left for the afternoon’s 
session. The ardor of its advocates had not at all cooled by 
the delay, the final vote being almost unanimous, and its 
announcement being greeted by the convention rising to 
their feet and singing the long-meter doxology. A com- 
mittee of five ministers and five laymen from different parts 





of the United States, with one minister and one layman, 
added from the Dominion of Canada, were appointed to 
arrange a series of Bible lessons for a term of seven years, 
covering a general study of the whole Bible and the conven- 
tion recommended the adoption by the Sunday-schools of the 
entire country, of the series thus planned for.” 


The subsquent history of the movement is well 
known. 


“He is not the inventor,” said Sydney Smith, “who 
first says the thing, but he who says it, so long, loud, and 
clearly, that he compels mankind to hear him.” It is 
impossible to ascertain across whose mind it was that 
the thought first flitted of the possibility of a uniform 
Lesson for the Sunday-schools ot the country. But it is 
certain, beyond all question, that the one who said it in 
a way to arrest general attention, and so perseveringly 
and so pertinaciously as to overcome all opposition to it, 
was Mr. B F. Jacobs. As Dr. Eggleston remarked, he 
was “the original Jacobs.” If the scheme had proved 
a failure, the responsibility would, by common consent 
of those familiar with the early facts in the case, have 
undoubtedly rested upon Mr. Jacobs. If it had turned 
out a positively injurious failure, widely detrimental to 
the general progress of Sunday-school interests, it wou.d 
have been easy to trace the mischief to his mistake, his 
indiscretion, his rashness, and pertinacity that could 
take any other hint sooner than a hint to stop before its 
purpose had been gained. However he came by the 
idea, it was he who seized it, and was possessed by it, 
and with a completely unwavering tenacity and perti- 
nacity of aim, advocated it and planned for its execution, 
as a field-marshal plans a battle, or rather as a general 
arranges for a campaign, mastering the situation so 
thoroughly that he may be said to snow that the plan, 
in due time, will succeea. If to others it appeared a 
chimera, to him it seemed as certain to come to pass as 
a prophecy. 

In a little tract published by the Methodist Book Con- 
cern, containing the International list of Bible lessons, 
it is stated that “The periodica), uniform lesson system, 
inaugurated by The Chicago Sunday School Teacher in 
1866, having met with such remarkable success, a sug- 
gestion was made by B. F. Jacobs, Esq., of Chicago, that 
all the Sunday-tchools of the country might ve induced 
to adopt the same passage of Scripture every Sabbath. 
The suggestion was warmly advocated by Mr. Jacobs, 
and finally adopted,” etc. But the statement is only 
partly correct. The mistake comes chiefly in the misuse 
of the “definite” and the “indefinite” articles. It was 
not “the periodical uniform lesson system,” which was 
inaugurated by The Teacher, either in 1866, or at any 
subsequent time; and the suggestion referred to was not 
“q suggestion,” but “ the suggestion,” which The Teacher, 
edited by Dr. Eggleston, persistently objected to, and 
which Dr. Vincent declared at the Indianapolis conven- 
tion, in 1872, he had recently been “converted to.” But, 
however, that which Zhe Chicago Sunday School Teacher 
in 1866 (for the first four months of its existence edited 
by Mr. Vincent) did inaugurate, was the model of a 
“periodical lesson system.”’ The system then inaugu- 
rated was that of a “ uniform lesson ” for those who used 
The Teacher, but not the system for the country, as was 
seen from the fact of Dr. Vincent’s editing another 
“uniform lesson” series for the readers of The Sunday 
School Journal, The characteristics of its system were 
not the uniformity, but (1) The form, and (2) The perio- 
dicity of them. And just here is where the peculiar and 
really essential service rendered by Dr. Vincent in con- 
nection with the origin of the present system, comes in, 
The form or the general features of the lessous prepared 
by him furnished the model which has in the main pre- 
vailed ever since. 

In tracing the origin of the uniform lesson, I have had 
occasion frequently to refer to Dr. Eggleston. It is a 
remarkable fact that while from beginning to end he 
opposed it, (though always in the most manly fashion,) 
nevertheless after Mr. Jacobs and Dr. Vincent, he did 
in fact, as editor of The Chicago (now The National) 
Sunday School Teacher do more than any one else to 
prepare the way for, and make the scheme practicable. 
The wide-spread influence of that periodical in preparing 
the minds of the people for the advanced step in Sun- 
day-school work and methods, and Dr. Eggleston’s in- 
tensity, definiteness, and singular power to impress 
others with his own progressive ideas, cannot be over- 
lo ked, and can hardly be over-estimated. 


The uniform lesson has become an immense fact. It 


is 1.ow regularly studied by millions of persons. The 
scheme has become not only national but international, 
and is doing not a little toward bringing into more con- 
scious affiliation and co-operation English-speaking 
. Christians everywhere. And not least among the geed 
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things that grow out of it, is the more wisely systema- 
tized and more thorough study of God’s word in its 
integrity. Not only are the best minds given to the 
special study and exposition of these lessons, but the 
best appliances of the art of publishing, together with 
the most stimulating rivalries of trade, are being brought 
into service by the present plan as never before. As 
Dr. Randolph said at the Baltimore convention last 
June, “Our lessons are to-day in use in France and 
Germany, in Sweden, Norway, Denmark, the Nether- 
lands, Switzerland, Turkey, Italy and Greece, in Syria, 
Hindostan, India, Burmah and China, Mexico, and the 
Choctaw Indians are sitting with us to study the same 
Scriptures, Australia, New Zealand, and the Sandwich 
Islands have clasped hands with us across the inter- 
vening waters, and it is literally true that one set of 
Sabbath studies is going with the sun around the globe.” 

Will the plan last always? Perhaps not, nothing in 
this world is a finality. Everything depends. The per- 
petuity of this will depend upon its continued fitness. 
Only a few serious blunders in the selection of the lessons 
might spoil the scheme, If it should ever be found to 
interfere with the liberty and spontaniety of individual 
schools, it will pass away. But this will not be yet 
awhile. 


THE FULL HEART OF JESUS. 
BY GRACE WEBSTER HINSDALE, 


yee of light flashed across the page I was 
reading this morning, and by way of assuring 
myself that it really reached my own heart, I want to 
try and cast it upon some other dark place. If you need 
light, open the windows of your soul, I entreat of you, 
and let in the glory of Matt. 12: 34, where Jesus says, 
“ Out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speak- 
eth.’ Do not the pulses of your soul quicken while you 
take in the idea that the blessed Lord said it not only 
because it was a fact concerning others, but because he 
wanted us to remember that Ae too spoke the words 
which rose to his lips from a full heart? Never man 
spake like that man, because no man ever felt as he 
felt ; his gracious words were the utterance of a heart 
too full to be silent! And yet we are weak and sad, 
and spiritually crippled because we do not believe that 
he meant all he said. No earthly language could bear 
upon its sound-wings half his love, and yet we doubt 
the over-burdened words by which he longed to quiet 
the love-hunger in human hearts! 

Jesus says, “I speak that which I know,—God Joved 
the world; I am not come to appease his wrath, I am 
sent to reveal his longing for souls; he has given me 
to the condemned that I may bear their sentence; he 
will spill my blood that the record of sins may be 
blotted out.”? Out of the abundance of the heart of 
God the lips of Jesus uttered these promises of forgive- 
ness. No words could fully express the divine desire 
for our restoration, and yet we stumble because the 
way is not steep ; it is hard for us to be contented with 
just trusting the wonderful assurances of our Father’s 
love. Poor, wretched unbelievers, with no songs burst- 
ing from our souls; why should there be, when there is 
no abundance of faith or joy within 

If a cloud of uncertainty hangs about forgiving love 
we cannot act as if we were forgiven; the cloud will 
settle upon our brows, and the world of restless, buf- 
feted souls will leave our companionship with the old 





question still on its search, “Who will show us any 


good?” The sweat of blood was, indeed, proof of the 
abundance of his heart, but it did not tell the whole 
story of his love, for it had the measure of the Infinite 
to utter, and the demonstrations of the human could not 
exhaust it. Such agony of desire was sustained by the 
meat of which his disciples could know nothing. If a 
soul was taught the way to its Father’s arms the abund- 
ance of joy was the strength of his heart. Out of that 
abundance he could tell of the songs of angels over the 
return of the penitent. 

He knew that the gates of life might close upon the 
indolent scorn of unbelieving zebels; the horrors of the 
sinner’s coming doom gathered in the heart of our sub- 
stitute when he cried, “ He that believeth on the Son of 
God hath everlasting life, and he that believeth not shall 
not see life, but the wrath of God abideth on him.” Out 
of his tender yearning over lost souls he spoke these 
words of warning, “ Ye must be born again.” 

Measure your trials against the fullness of his com- 
passion, and understand his sense of your need and your 
loneliness, when out of the abundance of his heart he 
whispers in your ear, “I will not leave you comfortless, 
I will come to you.” Your need demands all that he is, 
and he gives himself to you Will you look doubting- 
ly up to him and say, “I wish I could believe that a sin- 





ner like me might trust these words of love; but I can- 
not, they are meant for better souls!” Listen once more, 
from out of his unutterable longing toward your soul, he 
asks, “ Lovest thou me?” “ Yes, Lord,” is the quick 
answer, through your tears,—do you not hear his voice, 
while your own is still lingering in the air,—‘‘ he that 
loveth me shall be loved of my Father, and I will love 
him, and will manifest myself to him.” Out of the 
abundance of his heart he says, “ I will manifest myself” 
to your faith, “I will come to you,” and you shall know 
that “as the Father hath loved me, so have I loved 
you !” 


A FRONTIER SUNDAY-SCHOOL. 
hd te built in the midst of the prairie; 
Of rude and quaint design, 

The veriest box of a schoolhouse, 
But seventeen feet by nine. 

Down by the leafy Arkansas, 
In the glorious nights of June, 

By hands that were weary but willing, 
The cottonwood beams were hewn. 

They were raised in the moonlit midnight, 
When the horses and ploughs were still ; 

The workers had only their hearts to give, 
But those they gave with a will! 

I think that an echo is lingering 
Of the songs that they sang at night, 

As gladly they fastened the rafters 
By the pale and quivering light ; 

For still, when the Sabbath mornings 
The jubilant footsteps bring, 

And the children gather in classes, 
I wish you could hear them sing! 

Forth on the air of the prairie 
The melody floats and soars, 

Till the mothers who cannot join them 
Smile glad from their cabin doors. 

Once, when a blue-eyed darling 
Drooped with the summer flowers, 

Called by a love more perfect 
Toa better home than ours— 

When her speech and her sight were failing, 
‘*Mother!”’ she softly said, 

‘‘ Let the children come when they carry 
Me hence to my graveyard bed. 

Let them sing in their sweet young voices 
Those hymns of the Saviour’s love. 

It will comfort your heart’s deep yearning 
Till the day when we meet above! ”’ 

Sweet love! from the dear old schoolhouse 
We carried her forth to rest, 

While the children softly were singing 
The songs that she loved the best. 

And the hallowing presence of sorrow 
Has touched and has glorified 

The quaint little Sunday-school room, 
Built alone on the prairie wide. 

Sedgwick, Kansas. 


THE OBJECT OF SPIRITUAL CULTURE. 
BY THE REV. A. H. HOLLOWAY. 


HERE exists in many minds a wrong theory as to 

the object of spiritual culture. It is thought neces- 
sary by many to make some provision for the life of the 
soul, but that ought not to interfere with the interests of 
temporal life. I find myself, says one, cast amid tem- 
poral and tangible interests and duties, a life which now 
is; why should I turn away from that to those things 
which are unseen and belong to the future? 

It is supposed to be wise economy to make just enough 
provision for the future life, either now or before the 
great transit, to make it sure. The earth-man says, 
“One world at a time. Wait until I come to the 
spiritual sphere before you ask me to give my attention 
to it.” And there is danger that many new converts 
will eventually rest upon the delusion that religion is a 
necessary thing to have against the exigencies of future life. 

But it is not the object of spiritual culture simply to 
save the soul or to avoid penalty. That is a commer- 
cial view of the matter. It is the true object of spiritual 
culture to build up character along the line of the 
highest faculties of human nature, to build up saint- 
hood. Which is the man, the body or the soul? The 
earth-theory is a grand mistake, because it takes into 
account but one part of human nature, and that the 
lowest. It would be equally an error to develop the in- 
tellect alone. True culture aims to unfold human 
nature in proportion. There are three rooms, it has 
been said, in human nature, the kitchen, living-room, 
and parlor. All these rooms should be kept tidy and 
attended to in proportion to their preciousness; if we 
live continually in the kitchen, we will become foul 
with earthly smell; if we never go into the parlor, the 
best room and the place for holy meditation, our life- 
culture will agsin be out of proportion. 
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It should be the aim of the new convert placing him- 
self amid the ordinances and worship of the church, not 
simply to seek a place of safety and quiet erjoyment, 
but, by earnest endeavor, to build up spiritual character. 
The work has just begun. The simple act of matricula- 
tion does not impart all the knowledge of the collegiate 
course. The new convert is a disciple in Christ’s school. 
There are many doctrines which he does not understand, 
and many phases of Christian experience to which he is 
a stranger, and if he has not humility to commence with 
the alphabet, he can never attain unto the stature of Christ. 

There is a surpassing beauty of Christian character, of 
which many professors of religion know nothing. They 
know nothing of that sweetness of disposition which can 
only be attained by long discipline and after many fail- 
ures. They know nvthing of religion, as Jonathan 
Edwards defines it, namely, “a love of divine things for 
the beauty and sweetness of their moral excellency.” 
Who can portray the graces of sainthood! They shine 
in the face of our King, but we see the beauty afar off. 
The train of virtues passes by and we catch the sweet 
sound of their going and see a glimpse of the brightness, 
but how few of us join their company. The Apostle 
Paul, after having given the dark catalogue of the works 
of the flesh, says, “but the fruit of the Spirit is love, 
joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, 
meekness, temperance.” -And in that beautiful hymn 
to Charity, the same Apostle says, “Charity suffereth 
long, and is kind ; charity envieth not; charity vaunteth 
not itself, is not puffed up, doth not behave itself un- 
seemly, seeketh not her own, is not easily provoked, 
thinketh no evil, rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth 
in the truth; beareth all things, believeth all things, 
hopeth all things, endureth all things.” 

That is the object of the Christian race. Religion 
dwells mainly with the dispositions ; it aims to build up 
“beauty and sweetness.” That is a life-work, and can- 
not be accomplished by the passivity of one who simply 
feels comfortable, and hopes to escape the fire and gain 
the reward. 

The young convert by this life-long culture comes into 
heaven with faculties suited to that sphere of being. 
Heaven is not merely an asylum for beings who have 
failed upon the earth ; it is the home of souls brought by 
training into a state of “beauty and sweetness.” In 
dying we go to our own company and to our own place. 


IN SEASON. 
BY CHARLES W. JENKINS. 


IMELINESS is no small part of that wisdom which 

is “profitable to direct.” The most weighty utter- 

ance may fail to impress the heart because the occasion 
for it is not well-chosen. 

You are anxious to reach the inmost souls of your 
scholars with vital truth. Watch, then, for the right 
moment. Stand ready to strike the blow when the iron 
is hot. To-day there is listlessness or frivolity open or 
concealed. But to-morrow there may be tenderness, 
partly covered by the same external indifference. It is 
your duty and privilege to discern the signs of the times. 
Incessant vigilance, close and prayerful concentration of 
all the influences you can command will give you that 
one precious opportunity which every good teacher longs 
for, the opportunity to speak the word which reaches the 
very marrow. The weary poundings on cold iron, the 
discouraging makeshifts to hold attention, the endless 
devices to awaken enthusiasm might often be saved by 
a timely recognition of a scholar’s want. 

We have heard the most earnest, direct, and powerful 
appeals made in vain over and over again to attentive 
audiences. They were in vain, so far as accomplishing 
any immediate or visible result. The Holy Spirit was 
not then, as he never is, backward; the speaker failed in 
nothing which Christian hearts could suggest. But we 
saw no answer in the community—only that solemnity 
which follows a lost battle. We have sat in those same 
seats and heard from the same speaker words no more 
earnest, no more forcible, no more pregnant with celes- 
tial fire than the first, and have known that each sen- 
tence found its way like a sharp sword to the inner 
thought of all present. Wherein was the difference? 
Whence this discerning of spiritual states? It came of 
increased wisdom which knew how to take advantage of 
times and seasons, There is a time to every purpose un- 
der heaven, and in saving from sin which is the Christians 
continuous privilege, there is a choice of times for the 
use of agencies. To-day the question, to-morrow the 
practical kindness, or the sturdy refusal, or the whispered 
advice, or the Scripture quotation, or the ouiet example, 
or the look of sorrow. Obrist says unto us all watch, 


4 watch, watch, 
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INTERNATIONAL SERIES. 


LESSON CALENDAR. 
[Second Quarter, 1876.) 











1, April 2.—The Ascending LOTG.........sseererreererees Acts 1 ; 1-12. 
2. April 9.—The Day of Pentecost.........cecresrreeesereeenes Acts 2: 1-11 
3. April 16.—Peter’s Defense...............cccerersscecesssserecees Acts 2 : 12-28 
4. April 23.—The Early Christian Church............00++0«. Acta 2: 37-47. 
5. April 30.—The Lame Man Healed.....c..cmssseoceeereeeer eee Acts 3: 1-11. 
6. May 7.—The Power of Jesus’ Name..........eeeeereee Acts 3: 12-26. 
7. May 14.--Christian Courage.............+ Acta 4: 8-22, 
8. May 21.—Christian Fellowship. Acts 4: 23-87, 
9. May 28.—Lying unto God . Acts 5: 1-11. 
10. June 4.—The Apostles in Prisom,...........crseseeeeeeees Acta 5: 12-26. 
11, June 11.—The Apostles before the Council.............+ Acts 5: 27-42, 
12, June 18.— The Seven Chosen........csseee sssssssereseereesees Acts 6: 1-15, 
18. June 25.—Review ; or, a Lesson selected by the school. 
LESSON 3, SUNDAY, APRIL 16, 1876. 
Title: PETER’S DEFENSE. 
GOLDEN TEXT: OF WHICH SALVATION THE 
PROPHETS HAVE INQUIRED AND SEARCHED DILI 


GENTLY, WHO PROPHESIED OF THE GRACE THAT 
SHOULD COME UNTO you.—1l Peter 1:10. 


HOME READINGS. 


Monday, Apri 10: Acts 2; 12-28, The Scriptures fulfilled. 

Tuesday, April 11: Joel 2: 21-32. Prophecies by Joel. 

Wednesday, April 12: Psa. 16:1-11. Prophecies by David. 
Thursday, April 13; Matt.4:1-11. The Scriptures used by Jesus, 
Friday, April 14: Luke 7: 16-28. Jesus approved by miracles. 
Saturday, April 15; Isa, 53:1-12. The determinate counsel of God. 
Sunday, April 16: 1 Cor. 15: 1-20. The resurrection proved. 


LESSON TEXT. 
[ Acts 2: 12-28. ] 

12. And they were all amazed, and were in doubt, saying one to 
another, what meaneth this? 

13, Others mocking said, These men are full of new wine. 

14, But Peter, standing up with the eleven, lifted up his voice, and 
said unto them, Ye men of Judea, and all ye that dwell at Jerusa- 
lem, be this known unto you, and hearken to my words: 

15. For these are not drunken, as ye suppose, seeing it is but the 
third hour of the day. 

16, But this is that which was spoken by the Prophet Joel, 

17. And it shall come to pass in the last days (saith God,) I will 
pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh: and your sons and your 
daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, 
and your old men shall dream dreams: 

18. And on my servants, and on my handmaidens, I will pour out 
in those days of my Spirit; and they shall prophesy: 

19. And I will shew wonders in heaven above, and signs in the 
earth beneath: blood, and fire, and vapor of smoke: 

20. The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into 
blood, before that great and notable day of the Lord come. 

21. And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on the 
name of the Lord, shall be saved. 

22. Ye men of Israel, hear these words; Jesus of Nazareth, a man 
approved of God among you, by miracles, and wonders, and signs, 
which God did by him in the midst of you, as ye yourselves also 
know: 

28. Him, being delivered by the determinate counsel and fore- 
knowledge of God, ye have taken, and by wicked hands, have cru- 
cified, and slain : 

24. Whom God hath raised up, having loosed the pains of death: 
because it was not posstble that he should be holden of it. 

25. For David speaketh concerning him, I foresaw the Lord always 
before my face; for he is on my right hand, that I should not be 
moved; 

-6. Therefore did my heart rejoice, and my tongue was glad: 
moreover also, my flesh shall rest in hope. 

27, Because thou wilt not leave my soul in hell, neither wilt thou 
suffer thine Holy One to see corruption. 

«8. Thou hast made known to me the ways of life; thou shalt 
make me full of joy with thy countenance. 





EXPOSITION. 
BY WILLIAM ORMISTON, D.D. . 


i teacher should read carefully the passages cited 
from the Old Testament, and mark the unity of the 
Scriptures, and the harmony of the Old Testament with 
the New. Jesus and his inspired apostles frequently 
quote from the Psalms and the prophets. 

THE CONNECTION, 


This lesson is simply a continuation of the last. The 
time, place, and parties are the same, We have already 
considered the descent of the promised Spirit, accom- 
panied by miracles, signs, and symbols, and followed by 
results, attesting both his presence and his power; the 
apostles endowed with ability to speak in different lan- 
guages, and a multitude of Jews assembled from all 
parts of the world hearing them, and marveling, and 
questioning what all this meant. , 

Now, we have the same vast and mixed multitude as- 
tonished and bewildered, asking each other for an ex- 
planation of the strange and wonderful event, obviously 
miraculous, A diversity of sentiment, arising from a 
difference of character, prevails among them. The more 
earnest and candid are anxious to obtain a satisfactory 
solution of the mystery ; others light-minded, and dis- 
posed to scoff at religious affairs, without inquiry into 
the facts of the case, attribute the religious enthusiasm 





and fervor manifested by the disciples to the effects of 
intoxication. These men, say they, are drunk. A 
charge, whether merely thoughtless or malicious, obvi- 
ously self-contradictory, the cause assigned, evea if true, 
is totally inadequate to produce the result. 
THE LESSON. 

It contains the address of Peter in answer to the false 

and foolish accusation, and is a part of the first gospel 


_| sermon, a model to be imitated. The discourse is histor- 


ica), expository, argumentative, and hortatory ; Scriptural 
in matter, simple in method, and direct in appeal. (1) 
Peter vindicates the character of the disciples; (2) Ex- 
plains the miracle by a reference to the prophets; (3) 
And proclaims Jesus as the Messiah predicted in the 


Psalms. 
1. HE VINDICATES THE APOSTLES. (12-15.) 


The vile slander circulating among the multitude 
reaches the ears of the apostles, and Peter, impulsive, 
fearless, and eloquent, recognized by his brethren as a 
leader, stands up in manly dignity, and in the conscious- 
ness of truth, with the eleven standing by his side, 
giving their united sanction to his testimony. Raising 
his voice so as to be heard by many, and using his own 
native tongue, which most if not all would understand, 
he addresses them as men cf Judea, in order to gain a 
hearing to what he was about to say. We can imagine 
the hush which fell upon the great concourse of people, 
and the eagerness with which they would listen as his 
voice rang out, summoning their attention. 

1. He repels the charge by a direct denial. His voice, 
manner, and earnest, distinctive utterance, manifest his 
own perfect sobriety ; and pointing to the noble band at 
his side, with a calm, self-restraint at once dignified and 
prudent, says, “these are not drunken, as ye suppose,” 
and the quiet, patient heroism of the men confirms the 
truth of his words, 

2. He shows the utter improbability of the charge. 

(a.) It was only the third hour,—nine o’clock in the 
morning. Explain the Jewish mode of reckoning time. 
This was the usual hour of prayer; and during the fes- 
tival the Jews were wont to fast until the fourth hour. 

(d.) As it was a rule neither to eat nor drink till after 
the hour of morning prayer, none but the vilest and 
most degraded could be supposed to be drunken at so 
early an hour. 

(c ) New, or sweet wine, would not intoxicate, unless 
used in large quantities, so that no one could be sup- 
posed to be in the condition referred to so early in the 
day. The utter baselessness of the charge was by this 
time apparent to all, and probably no one was found 
reckless enough to reiterate the allegation, which even 
at first could scarcely have been seriously made, So the 
apostle, having obtained a hearing, preceeds to speak of 
the main matter before them. 

ll, HE EXPLAINS THE MIRACLE, (16-21.) 

Having shown that the miracle they had witnessed 
was not the result of intoxication, he affirms it to bethe 
direct effect of divine inspiration, in fulfillment of a 
prophecy with which they were familiar, uttered by the 


prophet Joel eight centuries before. If, as some suppose,. 


the passage cited by the apostle had just been read ia 
the synagogues, as a part of the pentecostal service, the 
statement would be all the more striking and impressive. 
Notice three things in the prophecy which were thus 
fulfilled. 

1. The promise of the Spirit in large measure, “I will 
pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh.” (See Isa. 44: 3; 
Zech, 12:10.) The language indicates copious abund- 
ance and wide diffusion upon all classes, without dis- 
tinction of age, or sex, or rank; upon old and young, 
upon men and women, upon master and servant. “ And 
they shall prophecy.” That is, speak under divine in- 
fluence and guidance. 

2. Extraordinary signs foretold, wonders in heaven 
above and in the earth beneath, most notable and strik- 
ing, fitted alike to arrest attention and awaken the con- 
science. Such miraculous manifestations had recently 
been made in their midst, at the time of the last Pass- 
over, when Jesus was crucified, and they were signs of the 
great and terrible judgment which God soon after sent 
upon Jerusalem, and with which he will finally visit the 
impenitent and ungodly. 

8. The universal offer of salvation, ‘‘ Whosoever shall 
call on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” Then, 
not to the Jew alone, but also to the Gentile, not to the 
land of Israel only, but to the whole world, the mercy of 
God should be proclaimed, and a free salvation off red. 

All these predictions were being fulfilled before their 
eyes,—the Spirit of God had come in full measure upon 
those who had been waiting for him; upon the whole 
company of believers, without distinction. Supernatural 
signs accompanied and symbolized the gift, addres.ed both 





to ear and eye—the sound from heaven and the tongues 
of fire—moreover, aided by the Spirit, they, who received 
the gift, prophesied in many tongues, both as and what 
the Spirit gave them ; and now to all the world the one 
common message of salvation was proclaimed. The 
wonderful works of God, in the gift of his Son, and the 
way of salvation through him is made known to men of 
every land and tongue. Therefore the event which 
had so filled them with amazement, was the work of the 
Holy Spirit, who was now poured out in accordance 
with ancient prophecy. 
iil, HE PROCLAIMS JESUS. (22-28.) 

Having won the sitention and awakened the interest 
of the great congregation around him, the apostle, 
aided by the Spirit, presses upon them the claims of 
Jesus of Nazareth, as the promised and expected Mes- 
siah ; the Lord named in the prophecy of Joel, and cele- 
brated in the Psalms of David. 

1, The life of Jesus. “‘ Approved of God.” The apos- 
tle forestalls the prejudices and the impatience of his 
audience by addressing them by a title of which they 
were proud, “Men of Israel,” and by appealing to their 
own knowledge of the facts he alleged. 

They knew who Jesus of Nazareth was. Many of 
them had heard his words of grace and truth, and were 
convinced that no man ever spake like him. They had 
seen the miracles he had wrought in healing the sick, 
opening the eyes of the blind, and raising the dead, and 
they knew that no man could do such miracles except 
God were with him. Jesus had wrought so many mira- 
cles of such divers kinds, in so many places, and in pres- 
ence of so many people, that the apostle could safely say, 
“as ye know,” nor could they deny that miracles were 
satisfactory evidence of divine approval and sanction. 

2. The death of Jesus. The apostle refers both to the 
will of God and the deeds of men, in connection with the 
death of Christ. The crucifixion of Jesus was deter- 
mined by the counsel of God, and took place according 
to the divine plan. Neither judge nor executioners had 
any power against Jesus, but as given of God,—Jesus 
said, “I have power over my life,” and again, “truly 
the Son of man goeth as it was determined,” hence 
the apostle says, “ Him being delivered.” But God’s 
secret counsel did not affect the freedom of their action, 
and therefore the apostle fearlessly and faithfully 
charges home upon them their guilt in crucifying Christ. 
The act was theirown. Prompted by unholy passions, 
actuated by bitter hatred, tl ey seized with wicked hands 
and put to death him whom God had fully accredited as 
his Son and Messiah. We have here an illustration of 
the sovereignty of God, and the responsibility of man. 
The divine purpose and human agency in one event— 
Jesus delivered by God, yet wickedly slain by men. “In 
respect of God, Christ’s death was justice and mercy; 
in respect of man, it was murder and cruelty ; in respect 
to himself, it was obedience and humility.” 

8. The resurrection of Jesus. The apostle affirms the 
fact that God raised up Jesus from the tomb, and shows 
that the reurrection of Christ had been foretold by 
David when, in the person of Christ, he used the lan- 
guage quoted from the sixteenth Psalm. The resurrec- 
tion of Christ is the keystone of the system of Christian 
truth, and is greatly insisted on in all the apostolic 
preaching and writings. All the disciples present had 
seen him after his resurrection, and the gift of the Spirit, 
the effects of which all had just witnessed, was confirma- 
tion of his ascension. Thus the apostle proclaimed the 
crucified, as the true Messiah, the hope and King of Israel, 
the only Saviour of the world, declared to be the Son of 
God with power. Rom, 1: 3, 4, 

REMARKS, 

(a.) Beware of speaking lightly of the work of the Holy 
Spirit. There are always some who revile or ridicule all 
earnestness, fervor, and zeal in religious things ; they call 
it excitement, enthusiasm, or mere natural emotion. 
Neither seek to stifle the work of the Spirit in your own 
heart, nor to remove the impression he may have made 
upon the heart of others, (Ask how this may be done.) 

(0.) We now live under the special administration of the 
Spirit. We live in the “last days” when he was specially 
promised, They extend from the ascension of Christ 
until his second coming. Seek his presence and honor 
his work. 

(c.) All our teaching should be based on the word of God, 
and be ia accordance with it. Even an inspired apostle 
appeals to the written Scriptures. We should teach 
what God says, not what we think, or feel, on the subject 
of salvation, 

(d.) The Old Testament is full of Christ. Ite types, 
sacrifices, and prophecies are fulfilled in him, “ the tes- 
timony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.” Study care- 
fully the whole of the word of God, The best shield 
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under temptation, the greatest comfort in trial, our only 
hope in darkness is, “It is written.” Tne sword of the 
Spirit, which is the word of God, is a weapon in the use 
of which every child of God should be skilled. 

(e.) To reject Christ is to incur fearful guilt. It is to 
take part with those who, with wicked hands, crucifi d 
him long ago. Take your place with Peter and the 
eleven, and the disciples on that day, as the followers 
and the friends of Jesus. Free salvation is now prof- 
fered to all in his name. Look and be saved, come to 
him and find life and rest. ‘ 

(f.) All should engage in active service for Christ. Esch 
can and should do something for him. It is not the 

egreatness of the service, or the amount of the gift at 
which he lovks, but the motive which prompts it. A 
cup of cold water, or a mite given in his name and for 
his sake, shall not fail of his notice and reward. 





HINTS FOR THE PRIMARY TEACHER, 
BY FAITH LATIMER. 


OR little children, this lesson might better have been 

called Peter’s Sermon, as the defense against the 

charge of drunkenness is not the most important point 
to be taught or remembered. 

Recall carefully the time and circumstances given in 
last lesson, asking some of the class to give each of the 
divisions, ard call for answers from others. What day 
was it? When? Who? Where? What took place? 
The two lessons areso intimately connected that the last 
should be thus distinctly held in mind. 

Were the people surprised who saw the strange sights 
and heard the strange sounds on the day of Pentecost? 
What did they see? What did they hear? From how 
many different countries did the people come who heard 
their own language spoken by the disciples? Why was 
it the disciples could speak in languages they never 
learned? Who did Jesus mean when he once said to 
his disciples, ‘“‘ He shall teach you all things.” Do you 
suppose the Jews who were there understood all the 
languages they heard? 

They were amazed, surprised, saying to each other, 
“What does it mean?” But some of them mocked and 
said, “ These men are drunk!” 

What is our lesson called to-day? What is a defense? 
When persons are charged with doing wrong they usually 
engage a lawyer and pay him to have him defend them, 
that is to plead on their side and try to make everybody 
believe they are innocent. The disciples did no such 
thing ; they had more important work to do, for now 
that the Holy Spirit had been given to them, they were 
to begin to preach Christ’s gospel. Peter stood up and 
the eleven with him in the sight of all the people; while 
Peter denied that they were drunk as he began to preach 
He said little about themselves, except to say that they 
could not be drunk, for it was only about nine o’clock 
in the morning, and the Jews did not often eat or drink 
before that time, which was the hour of morning prayer. 
The Jews all read aud knew the Old Testament Bible, 
and Peter reminded thera of what one of the prophets, 
named Joel, had written eight-hundred years before : 
“IT will pour out my Spirit upon all fiesh.” He ex-: 
plained that the promise was fulfilled that day. 

Did Peter seem angry because the Jews said they were 
drunk? That night when Jesus was in the garden and 
Judas and the band of men came to take him, what did 
Peter do? What did he do three times that same night? 
How long since then until Pentecost? Let the children 
recall that themselves, even though the form of the ques- 
tion may need to be varied. 

What day was this on which the Holy Ghost was 
given? How many days from the time Christ arose 
until Pentecost? How many weeks? Then how long 
from the time Peter denied his Master until he preached 
the first sermon of the gospel of Christ? 

Who stood with him? What did they all do the 
night Jesus was seized and led away? Did they stand 
with their master then? On the day of Pentecost they 
who once “forsook him and fied” were there all stand- 
ing up for Jesus. What had so changed them? What 
had they received from the Holy Ghost? What did 
Jesus say they were to be for him? Where were they to 
be witnesses for him? (Read with class Acta1:8) What 
places are mentioned? Which the first? 

There they were, beginning at Jerusalem. Our lesson 
to-day is part of the sermon Peter preached them. What 
is a sermon? How many ever heard one? A little 
g rl was asked to tell what a sermon is, and she said, 
“Why, it’s a preach.” Who does it? D‘d you ever try 
to listen to a sermon all the way through and see if you 
could understand it? 

Most of the sermons are made for grown people, but 
there ought to be in every one some part so plain and 





easy that the children can understand and remember. 
When you go to church you can surely hear the text, 
and sit still and listen; and if you try to find it, there 
will be something for youin the sermon. This sermon 
of Peter is more than eighteen hundred years old, bat 
there are some things in it that little children can under- 
stand to-day. Is it any use for you to sit here or in 
church if you do not listen? 

So Peter th ught; twice he told them to hear. Twice 
he told them to know, for we must all understand as 
well as hear. Then Peter went on to preach about 
Jesus Christ. In this very sermon is a verse that every- 
body ought to know, which will be our golden text 
with next Sunday’s lesson. 

Have all repeat together, “ Whosoever shall call on the 
name of the Lord shall be saved.” This same verse is 
three times in the Bible. Joel said it before Peter, and 
Paul said it again thirty years afterwards. It is for every 
body in the world, for “‘ whosoever” takes in every name 
and every nation under the sun, 

Then Peter went on to tell them who is this Lord on 
whom everybody should call. Can you give any other 
name for him? ; 

In what town did Jesus live when a boy? Where did 
he grow up? That is why he was so often called Jesus 
of Nazareth. So Peter called him, and they all knew 
who it was. Those who heard Peter had often seen 
Jesus. He walked in their streets; they remembered 
him as a man among them, only a little while before. 

Peter said, “A man approved of God by miracles, 
and wonders, and signs.” They knew that too, for often 
after the miracles were done, they said to each other— 
‘No man could do these miracles except God be with 
him?” 

Peter went on. He told them that this man given by 
God to this world—“ Ye have taken.’ They knew that, 
too. Pe:hap« some of their voices had joined in the 
shout—“ Crucify him! Crucify him!” 

Was Peter afraid to remind them of it? He was not 
afr.i' to tell the truth now; was he ever before? He 
said, ‘By wicked hands have crucified and slain”— 
Who drove those nails in hands and feet? Who pierced 
with the spear? Were those the only wicked hands? 

Do you remember that when Pilate would have re- 
leased Jesus, how the Jews said, “ No, his blood be upon 
us and our children?” They all knew how Jesus died 
Many of them must have seen him in the judgment 
hall, and on the cross, They knew how he was buried, 
and they had all heard of his resurrection. 

Peter tells them it was God who raised him up. Who 
was the king anointed three times, who reigned so long 
in Jerusalem? What was the covenant God made with 
him ‘about an everlasting throne? 

David was buried in Jerusalem. They all knew the 
spot, for they loved David’s nams; aad his tomb was 
one of the sacred spots to every Jew. Peter told them 
what David said, that Jesus should be raised up to sit 
on the throne forever ;- that David’s word had now come 
true; that God had raised up this same man of Nazareth 
whem they had crucified, seated him at the right hand 
of God, given the Holy Ghost to be poured out on them, 
which they all saw and felt on this day of Pentecost. 

Was not that a plain sermon for Peter to preach to 
the Jews? Is it plain to you? What is in it you do 
not understand? Encourage questions from the chil- 
dren. Who preached? Who was the sarmon all about? 
It will be well by similar questions to review the lesson. 
Have golden text recited. Explain that David, Joel, 
and others, if your class are familiar with more, were 
among the prophets who foretold this grace which that 
day came upon them. 

The important teaching of the salvation mentioned 
may perhaps be reeerved for the following lesson in con- 
nection with the golden text of that lesson. It cannot 
be given too often, nor too plainly. If care be taken 
not to crowd too much in one hour’s instruction, some 
teachers may prefer to omit much of Peter’s sermon and 
explain more fully, Whosoever ... call . . . and shall 
be saved. ... 


. 


BIBLE LIGHTS ON THE LESSON. 


V 12 What meaneth this? . . . And he called one of the ser- 
. ‘~+ vants, and asked what these things meant, Luke 15: 26 

. And hearing the multitude pass by, he asked what it meant, 
Luke 18: 36 . -@ Peter doubted in himself what this vision which 
he had seen should mean, Acts10:17 . . . For thou bringest cer- 
tain strange things to our ears: we would know therefore what these 
things mean, Acts 17; 20. 


V. 13. Full of new wine . . . And Eli said unto her, How long 
wilt thou be drunken? put away thy wine from thee, 1 Sam. 1:14 
. .. And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess, Eph. 5:18 

. . The Son of man came eating and drinking, and they say, Be- 


hold a man gluttonous, and a wine-bibber, a friend of publicans and 
sinners, Matt. 11 : 19. 





V. 14, Lifted up his voice . . . O Jerusalem, that bringest good * 





tidings, lift up thy voice with strength ; lift it up, be not afraid; say 
unto the cities of Judah, Behold your God! Isa. 40:9... Set a 
trumpet to thy mouth, Hosea 8: 1. 

Hearken to my words . . . And Moses, and the priests of the Le- 
vites, spoke unto all Israel, saying, Take heed, and hearken, O 
Israel, Deut. 27:9 . . . Now therefore hearken unto me, O ye chil- 
dren, Prov. 8:32 . . . Hearken to me, ye that follow after righteous- 
ness, Isa. 51:1... Hearken to me my people, and give ear unto 
me, O my nation, Isa. 51:4... And he said, Men, brethren, and 
fathers hearken, Acts 7 : 2. 

V. 17. In the last days . . . And Ja ob called his sons, and said, 
Gather yourselves together, that I may tell you that which shall be- 
fall you in the last days, Gen. 49:1 . . . And it shall come to pass 
in the last days, that the mountain of the Lord’s house shall be es- 
tablished in the top of the mountains, Isa.2:2... God. . hath 
in these last days spoken unto us by his Son, Heb. 1:1,2. . . There 
shall come in the last days scoffers, walking after their own lusts, 
2 Pet. 3: 3. 

I will pour out . . . He shall come down like rain upon the mown 
grass; as showers that water the earth, Psa.72:6 . . . Behold,I will 
pour out my spirit unto you, Prov.1:23 . . . For I will pour water 
upon him that is thirsty, and floods upon the dry ground; I will 
pour my Spirit upon thy seed, and my blessing upon thine offspring, 
Isa. 44:3 . . . And I will pour upon the house of David, and upon 
the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and of supplica- 
tions, Zech. 12:10 . . . The Holy Ghost, which he shed on us 
abundantly, through Jesus Christ our Saviour, Tit. 3: 5, 6. 

V. 18. On my servants . . . Art thou called being a servant? care 
not for it; but if thou mayest be made free, use it rather. For he 
that is called in the Lord, being a servant, is the Lord’s freeman: 
likewise he that is called, being free, is Christ’s servant, 1 Cor. 7: 21, 
22 . . . There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor 
free, there is neither male nor female; for ye are all one in Christ 
Jesus, Gal, 3: 28. 

V. 20. Great and notable day . . . The great and terrible day of 
the Lord, Joel 2:31 . . . The great day of the Lord is near . . That 
day is a day of wrath, a day of trouble and distress, a day of waste- 
ness and desolation, a day of darkness and gloominess, a day of 
clouds and thick darkness, a day of the trumpet, and alarm against 
the fenced cities, and against the high towers, Zeph 1:14-16. . 
Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the 
great and dreadful day of the Lord, Mal.4:5 ... But the day of 
the Lord will come as a thief in the night; inthe which the heavens 
shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with 
fervent heat; the earth also, and the works that are therein, shall 
be burned up, 2 Peter 3: 10. 

V. 21. Whosoever shall cali . . . For whosoever shall call upon the 
name of the Lord shall be saved, Rom. 10: 13. 


V. 22 Amanapproved . . . Jesus answered and said unto them, 
Go and shew John again those things which ye do hear and see, 
Matt. 11:4... Noman can do these miracles that thou doest, ex- 
cept God be with him, John 3:2. . . If Ido not the works of my 
Father believe me not, John 10: 37. 

V. 23. Him, being delivered . . . My counsel shall stand, and I 
will do all my pleasure, Isa. 46:10 . . . He doeth according to his 
will in the army of heaven, and among the inhabitants ot the earth ; 
and none can stay his hand, or say unto him, What doest thou? Dan. 
4:35 . . . The Son of man goeth as it is written, Matt. 26; 24, 

V. 24. God hath raised up . . . Jesus answered and said unto 
them, Destroy this temple. and in three days I will raise it up. . 
But he spake of the temple of his body, John 2:19-21 . . . Who 
was delivered for our offences, and was raised again for our justifica- 
tion, Rom. 4:25 . . . And God hath both raised up the Lord, and 
will also raise up us by his power, 1 Cor.6:14 . . . He which raised 
up the Lord Jesus, shall raise up us also by Jesus, 2 Cor. 4: 14. 

V. 26. My tongue was gad . . . My heart is glad, and my glory 
rejoiceth, Psa. 16:9... Thou hast put off my sackcloth, and girded 
me with gladness, Psa. 30:11... My lips shall greatly rejoice 
when I sing unto thee; and my soul, which thou hast redeemed, 
Pasa. 71: 23. 

V. 27 Leave my soul in hell . . . But God will redeem my soul 
from the power of the grave, Psa.49:15 . . . Thou hast delivered 
my soul from the lowest hell, Psa. 86:13 . . . The pains of hell got 
hold upon me, Psa. 116:3 . . . 1am he that liveth, and was dead; 
and behold I am alive forevermore. Amen, Rey. 1: 18, 


ECLECTIC COMMENTARY. 


OTS 2:13. Mocking.—The world begins with ridi- 

cule ; then afterwards it proceeds to tioning (ch. 

4:7); to treats (v.17); to imprisoning (ch, 5:18); to 
inflicting stripes (v. 40); to murder (ch. 7 : 58)—Bengel, 

These must have been natives of Judea, who, hearing 
the apostles speak in foreign tongues, thought it mere 
unmeaning noise.— Lightfoot. 

Full of new wine —Full, literally filled, saturated, sated, 
the idea of excess being necessarily suggested by the 
Greek werd. New wine might be more exactly rendered 
sweet wine, as the Greek word properly denotes sweet- 
ness, and although sometimes applied in classic Greek 
to the fresh grape juice before fermentation, is also used 
of those fermented wines, in which the sweetness was re- 
tained by a peculiar process, and some of which were 
unusually strong. The very phrase, drunk with sweet 
wine, is mene by Athenzus. The very nature of the 
case, as as Peter’s answer, shows the charge to have 
yon not merely that of drinking but of being drunk.— 

xcander. 


Filled with must or sweet wine, of the past or present 
year, or with any other strong drink.—Bengel. 


The world loves to tarnish Ping objects, and to 
drag those that are exalted down into the dust.—Schiller. 


14 Peter, standing up . . . said.—This is the first for- 
mal testimony of the Christian church. It embraces 
two points. (1) The defense from the charge ot drunk- 





enness . . . (2.) The proclamation of Christ.—Jacobus. 


The apostles always found an opportunity, and never 
lost one.— Bengel. 


15. It is but the third hour.—Although it is certainly 

ible for men to get drunk before that hour, morning 

runkennes: is not anywhere usual, anc it found a pecu- 
liar prevention in Palestine, from th 


e custom of abstain- 








214 


ing from meat and drink until that very hour, when the 
morning sacrifice was offered.— Kilo. 


The Israelites were not allowed by devout usage to 
partake of food and drink until this hour had expired, 
particularly when the festivals occurred.—Lechler. 


The order of the words in the original (“ Not as ye 
suppose, are these drunken’’), suggests another thought 
of great depth :—‘‘ Unquestionably we are drunken, but 
dronken after sitting at the well-furnished table of the 
house, and drinking the sweet wine of gladness presented 
at the beginning. of the Marriage Supper of the Lamb.” 
The outpouring of the Holy Ghost was truly a sweet and 
divine wine, which the Lord poured out, that they might 
drink it with him in his kingdom.—Leonhardi. 


Ordinarily they that are drunk, are drunk in the 
night, and not in the morning. [1 Thess. 5 :7.| They are 
besotted drunkards indeed who, when they are awake 
presently seek it again, Prov. 23 : 35 —Henry. 


17. I will pour out.—The plentiful effasion of the Holy 
Spirit is mentioned by the prophets as the peculiar char- 
acter of the gospel state; and it is elsewhere compared 
to the pouring out of waters on a thirsty land, whereby 
it becomes fruitful. See Isa, 44:3; 54:18; Jer, 32 — 
W, Louth, 


In contrast with the mere drop: of all preceding time. 
—David Brown, 


Not in drops, as under the old covenant, but in 
re oy ‘which he shed on us abundantly” (Tit, 3 : 6).— 
lechler, 


Upon all flesh —The Word was made flesh | John 1 : 14], 
so that the Holy Ghost might be poured out upon ail 
flesh, and convert us, who are carnal, into spiritual per- 
sons.—Starke, 


Oa the heathens as well as the Jews (ch. 10:45); con- 
trary to the expectations of the Jews.—Light/oot. 


Prophesy . . . visions . . . dreams.—As we do not read 
of any such effects at Pentecost, the terms of the predic- 
tion must have been understood by the apostles as figures 
or types of extraordinary spiritual influence, and not as 
the precise forms in which the promise was to be fual- 
filled. The prominence given to miraculous endowments 
is to be explained by their — fitness to evince the 
reality and designate the subject of the spiritual opera- 
tion, and not by their intrinsic superiority to what are 
called the ordinary influences of the Spirit, and which 
are really included in the promise of the prophet as here 
quoted.— A /exander, 


19. J will shew wonders—Such wonders and signs, to 
some extent, attended the destruction of Jerusalem, as 
described by Josephus. But more especially they will 
mark the last day. The prophetic vision contemplates 
them both as merging into one. At Pentecost a series 
of wonders commenced which looked forward to the 
second coming of Christ.— Jacobus. 


20, Great and notable day.—How terrible will that day 
of the Lord be, on which men will be called to give an 
account unto God for the blood of his Son, and the 
gracious gift of his Spirit !— Quesnel, 


23. By the determinate counsel.—It was the intention of 
God from the beginning that Christ should suffer; but 
this necessity of his suffering did not im on the Jews 
ths necessity of putting him to death, God decreed that 
he should be deliv up; the blind passions of wicked 
man did the rest.—D' Oyle, 


24. Having loosed.—Death is nothing more than a cord 
which God can easily loose; therefore be thou not afrai 
of death.—Starke. 


My own bonds are broken when those of Jesus break, 
for we both belong together.—Lindheim. 


27. In hell —By “hell” is meant here, as in many 
other passages, not the place where the wicked are to 
suffer torment, but the invisible place, where the de- 
parted souls of the deceased remain, till the appointed 
time shall come for the reunion of soul and body.— 
Horsley. 


Hades is as it were the sepulchre of souls.— Bengel, 


While he | Peter] applies the words of David (Psa. 16: 
10) directly to the resurrection of Jesus, he maintains 
not only that the Lord’s body had remained untouched 
by age rae! but also that Jesus had gone to the place 
¢ ~ ead, without having remained there (vy. 31).— 

echler. 





ILLUSTRATIONS. 

NQUIRERS.—Being amazed at what they saw and 
heard, the gathered crowd began asking, “‘ What 
meaneth this?” If astrange noise is heard in one of our 
streets, and people begin to run in one direction, the 
most natural question is, “ What is the matter?” or, 
“ What means this commotion?” The state of their feel- 
ing may be illustrated by an alarm of fire; by an ex- 
plosion, and its consequent excitement; or by any such 
affair. No church bell ever gathered a congregation so 
quickly, or made them so ready to learn, as did this 

wonderful sound from heaven. 


Mockers —Every good work has its opposers. Mock- 
ing is one of the meanest forms of opposition. It isa 
mere annoyancs with words which sting and hurt, when 
there is no argument to which one can turn. A man 
who gets the worst of a discussion, is apt to indulge in 
abusive language to those who have got the better of 





him. Another, who is worsted in some way, betakes 
himself to swearing. Some boys and girls show their 
own evil state of mind by “ making faces.” Some per- 
sons who came to see the wonder at Pentecost, could not 
explain it, nor quiet their own consciences before it, and 
yet they were not willing to admit its full force. In 
their perplexity they had no resort but to mock; to say 
disparaging, unpleasant things, which they did not them- 
selves believe to be fair or correct. 


PETER’S BOLDNESS. — Peter who had been so un- 
manned on the night of Christ’s betrayal, was now not 
merely bold, but intelligent and firm. He could now 
stand up in Jesus’ name and speak decidedly and con- 
vincingly to men whom he had feared. A little girl was 
at one time in constant dread of being left alone, especi- 
ally if in the dark. Her mother, however, read to her 
from the Bible about the angel encamping round about 
those who feared the Lord ; and also about Jesus being 
always with us, and after that, this once timid child was 
not only not afraid, but she loved to be alone, “with 
nobody else to interrupt her and Jews.” She was a 
new girl in boldness, as Peter was a new man, 


Nor DRUNKEN.—The disciples, and the crowd too, 
knew just what was true about this. Sometimes a 
drunken man tries to walk straight, but he will stagger ; 
he tries to stand steady, but his body swings backward 
and forward ; he tries to speak clearly, but his tongue is 
thick, and his words are incoherent; but Peter, and the 
eleven, stood up, spoke clearly, coherently, and so wisely, 
that men were convinced, and gave their hearts to God. 


THE PROPHET JOEL.—Peter was familiar with the 
Scriptures. What Joel Lai said, Peter knew. He had 
memorized the word of God, and he could use it wisely 
and well, His familiarity with the word, was of great 
use at ‘hat moment. It answered their question; it ex- 
plained what amaz:d them; and it gave him a good 
starting-point for a personal appeal to the crowd. Scrip- 
ture stored in memory, is like provision stored up in one’s 
house. It is there; it is ready if special calls arise, or if 
storms rage and keep one from getting new supplies. 


W HOSOEVER.—The most wonderful word in the lan- 
guage. “It means anybody at all, you or me, or any 
one,” as the boy said to the poor man who was wonder- 
ing whether it covered his case, and told him how he 
personally might be saved. 
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APOSTLES WORKING BY PREACHING, 
{From In the Vineyard, by E. F. Burr, D.D.) 


ae primitive preachers were competent workmen. 
Great Paul, with his scholastic training and natu- 
ral force of talent and eloquence, would have been 
deemed competent at once, almost anywhere, and by 
almost any judge. Bat how was it with Peter and John, 
and others who had been brought up as publicans and 
fishermen? Were these qualified men? Could they 
explain, argue, persuade, defend, attack, move in the 
interest of their Master—do it worthily and powerfully ? 
That some of them, at least, were well endowed with na- 
tive faculty, we can easily see from their writin e 
it none the less easily because their pens give us the very 
thoughts and even words of God. And this we know in 
ard to all of them, that their native powers were en- 
lightened ‘and trained and empowered after a most ex- 
traordinary fashion. For three years were they in 
Christ’s own magnificent soem | They sat constantly 
at the feet of him, the incomparable Teacher ; and while 
his doctrine dropped as the rain, and his speech dis- 
tilled as the dew on all, it fell with special F simi and 
sweetness on the minds of the apostles, that might 
become the professional teachers of all. Who of us has 
had a tuition equal to that? ... 
They were diligent workmen, those first Christian min- 
isters, I think we may take Paul as a specimen of the 
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whole company ; for, though he tells us that he “labored 
more abundantly than they all,” yet it is plain that all 
were of substantially the same general spirit and style 
of career. He was wrapped up in his sacred calling: it 
was his eating and drinking. Read the account he gives, 
in the eleventh chapter of his first Epistle to the Corin- 
thians, of his crowded work and almost terrible industry 
. . » They were all impatient of losing time; and they 
considered, that, for them, time not spent in preaching, 
or in preparing to preach, was time lost. And it was. 
They had an immense mission. The evangelization of 
a world was on their hands. No wonder that their bare 
arms swung from morning to night, that the world might 
swing from night to morning. Methinks I hear now 
that ceaseless musical din across the ages. Methinks I 
see now that ceaseless shower of sparks going up from 
yonder distant horizon and laborious first Christian cen- 
tury. It is as if a thousand brazen anvils were ringing. 
It is as if the earth were raining stars heavenward. “In 
labors abundant.” 

They were earnest workers and preachers, Such a 
thing as a cold diligence is possible; and, indeed, every 
scholar knows that there are now scores of other scholars 
studying away at the most momentous subjects for twelve 
and fifteen hours a day, and yet almost as unemotional as 
stones. Such was not the diligence of the pioneer Chris- 
tian preachers... 

The first preachers were bold workmen. Men can 
speak warmly and yet timidly. In safe times and on 
safe subjects, earnest words and ways are most popular 
with both hearers and speakers. But Christian minis- 
ters, if they would do their duty, must sometimes present 
offensive aspects of truth, and present them quite as 
earnestly as any of the pleasing aspects. The apostles 
and their helpers were very largely under this necessity. 
They must preach for the very purpose of overturning 
all the cherished systems of religion then extant—an- 
cient systems, rooted systems, systems branching into all 
the thinking and usages and literature of the times, sye- 
tems wedded to governments and sup to be essential 
to them. So their ministry was no sinecure. It was the 
most dangerous of employments next to a political in- 
surrection, It was insurrection against public opinion, 
public usage, public institutions, inextricably intertan- 
gled with the whole social structure... 

The preaching of the first ministers was steeped in 
prayer, was full of Christ, was luminous with their holy 
lives. From the beginning of their ministry, they de- 
liberately proceeded on the principle of giving them- 
selves “continually to prayer” in connection with their 
preaching. Not content with steeping their preaching 
in their own prayers, they sought to steep i: also in the 
prayers of the whole church; and turning their faces 
east, west, north, south, they exclaimed, “Brethren, 
pray for us.” Steeped in prayer, and equally steeped in 
the idea of Jesus. ‘‘And daily in the temple, and in 
every house, they ceased not to teach and preach Jesus 
Christ.” ‘ Determined to know nothing but Christ and 
him crucified,” the looking and the pointing of their 
preaching was steadily toward their Master. Tastead of 
Pp morality and philanthropy and deism and 
natural religion, they preached the Christian religion, 
and in so doing preached all the rest as by the lips of 
Christ. Their preaching came to be characterized as 
“the preaching of the cross.” Wherever they were, they 
faced Oalvary. They went widely apart; but they were 
always 80 many lines of longitude ang. in one pole— 
Christ. Their preaching was like the New Testament 
itself. We do not find Christ’s name in every sentence, 
or in every chapter even; but, for all that, every sen- 
tence is an arc of a circle whose centre is he, AJl 
doctrine and fact shape themselves and resolve them- 
selves about him as their focus and sun. They had 





many ideas in their preaching; but the = and 
royal idea, whose sway all others acknowledged, was 
that of the Redeemer. They preached him first, him 


last, him middle, him without end. And then they 
were careful to second their preaching by a holy life. 
They lived themselves as they taught others to live 
—not perfectly, indeed, but substantially; and so that 
they could appeal to the people in such penton as 
this, “Ye are our witnesses, and God also, how holily 
and justly and unblamably we behaved ourselves among 
you.” Itisno modern discovery, but one well known, 
even in O.id Testament times, “ What hast thou to do to 
declare my judgments?” And so they carried the gos- 
pel in clean and shining hands to the watchful people. 

rom the commanding eminence of a rere sanctity, 
they overlooked the enemy’s camp, and brought to bear 
upon it the sacred artillery of their preaching. 

I have made a discovery : it is that the working traits 
of the primitive ministry are good for these days. With 
them the apostles had a great success, The truth sped 
as on wings. It triumphed from place to place like the 
sweep of ocean tides. When I think of the Pentecost 
ef Jerusalem, and the Pentecost of Samaria, and many 
another Pentecost, it almost seems as if our Northern 
Lights had gone about to the East, and were springin 
their glorious arches over Judea Capta and the Acts 0 
the Apostles. All in connection wih such a ministry 
as we have been considering. Did it Aappenso? God 
has a choice as to what fellow-laborers he has. Who 
has not? Who does not work with the greatest hearti- 
ness and freedom in connection with congenial asso- 
ciates? Such associates were the apostles to God. In 
character and mode of work, they were such as he ap- 
proved of, such as he called for, such as befitted their 
mission; and hence it was that his right hand laid itself 
so mightily by the side of them as they plied their su- 
blime toil in the vineyard. 

Of course, we have here a stream of light on oe 
need and true policy of our own time. We do not need the 
agriculture, or the manufactures, or the science of the 





first century; we can do better. But we cannot dg 
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better than to have the religious successes of that early 
time. We have made no improvements in that direc- 
tion. 





DIES IR® 


[From Dr. Abraham Coles’s Original Versions. } 
D's foretold, that day of ire, 


Burden erst of David's lyre, 
When the world shall sink in fire! 


O, what horror and amaze, 
When at once on mortal gaze 
All the Judge’s pomp shall blaze! 


When the trumpet’s mystic blast, 
To the world’s four corners cast, 
Disentombs the buried past ; 


And from all the heaving sod, 
From each foot of trampled clod, 
Starts a multitude to God; 


And that volume is unrolled 
Wherein are minutely told 
All men's doings from of old; 


While, from what is there contained, 
Shall be judged a world arraigned, 
And eternal fates ordained. 


What defence can I then make, 
To what patron me betake, 
When the righteous fear and quake? 


King, who dost all woe possess, 
Free thy grace and limitless, 
Save me, Fount of Blessedness ! 


Jesus, Master, thou dost know 
I thy mission caused below, 
All thy weariness and woe! 


Let thy blood, that drenched the hilt 
Of that sword unsheathed for guilt, 
Be not vainly shed and spilt! 

O, my Judge, forgive, forget! 
Cancel my tremendous debt, 

Ere the sun of grace shall set! 


Filled with shame I hang my head, 
Blushes deep my face o’erspread : 
Stay thy lightnings fierce and red ! 
Thou canst darkest stains efface ; 
Hast made monuments of grace 

Of the vilest of the race. 

My poor Pps fr please not repel ! 
Grace and goodness with thee dwell : 
Snatch me from the flames of hell! 
When thou shalt discriminate, 
Sheep from goats shall separate, 
Let me on thy right hand wait! 
When thy sentence, smiling dumb, 
Down to hell shall banish some, 
With the blessed bid me come! 

To thy care, O kind as just! 

Heart all penitential dust 

I my end commit and trust ! 
Floods of tears that day shall pour ; 
Man shall wake to sleep no more ; 
Guilty, horribly afraid : 

Spare him, Lord, whom thou hast made! 


THE APOSTLES AFTER THE ASCENSION. 


{From Mosheim’s Ecclesiastical History.] 


) eae having ascended into heaven, soon showed the 
afflicted disciples that, though invisible to mortal 
eyes, he was still their omnipotent protector, and: their 
benevolent guide. About fifty days afier his departure 
from them he gave them the first proof of that majesty 
and power to which he was exalted, by the effusion of 
the Holy Ghost upon them according to his promise. 
The consequences of this grand event were surprising 
and glorious, infinitely honoravle to the Christian reli- 
gion, and the divine mission of its triumphant author. 
For no sooner had the apostles received this precious 
gift, this celestial guide, than theirignorance was turned 
into light, their doubts into certainty, their fears into a 
firm and invincible fortitude, and their former back- 
wardness into an ardent and inextinguishable zeal, 
which led them to undertake their sacred office with the 
utmost intrepidity and alacrity of mind. This mar- 
velous event was attended with a variety of gifts; par- 
ticularly the gift of tongues, so indispensably n 
to qualify the apostles to preach the gospel to the dif- 
ferent nations. Those holy apostles were also filled with 
a perfect persuasion, founded on Christ’s express pro- 
mise, that the divine presence would perpetually accom- 
pany them, and show itself by miraculous interpositions, 
as often as the state of their ministry should render this 
necessary. 

ig = ps an these Rar om succors, the apostles be- 
gan their glorious ministry, by preaching the 1 
according to Christ’s paslthveecuenend, feet to the. jg 
and by endeavoring to bring that deluded people to the 
knowledge of the truth. Nor were their labors unsuc- 
cessful, since, in a very short time, many thousands were 
converted by the influence of their ministry, to the 
Christian faith. From the Jews they passed to the 
Samaritans, to whom they preached with such efficacy, 
that great numbers of that nation acknowledged the 
Messiah. And, when they had exercised their ministry, 
during several years at Jerusalem, and brought to a 
sufficient degree of consistence and maturity the Chris- 
tian churches which were founded in Palestine and the 
adjacent countries, they extended their views, carried 
the divine lamp of the gospel to all the nations of the 
world, and eaw their labors crowned almost everywhere, 
with the most abundant fruits. ' 

No sooner was Christ exalted in the heavens, than 
the apostles determined to render their number com- 
plete, as it had been fixed by their divine Master, and 
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accordingly to choose in the place of Judas, who had 
desperately perished by his own hands, a man endowed 
with such degrees of sanctity and wisdom, as were ne- 
c in a station of such h importance. When, 
therefore, they had assembled the Christians who were 
then at Jerusalem, two men remarkable for their pietv 
and faith were proposed as the most worthy to stand 
candidates for this sacred office. These men were 
Matthias and Barnabas, the former who was, either by 
lot (which is the most general opinion), or by a plu- 
rality of voices of the assembly there present, chosen to 
the dignity of an apostle. 

All these apostles were men without education, and 
absolutely ignorant of letters and philosophy ; and yet 
in the infancy of the Christian church it was necessary 
that there should be at least some one defender of the 
gospel, who, versed in the learned arts, might be able to 
combat the Jewish doctors and the pagan philosophers 
with their own arms. For this purpose, Jesus himself, 
by an extraordinary voice from heaven, called to his 
service a thirteenth apostle, whose name was Saul (afcer- 
ward Paul), and whose acquaintancs both with Jewish 
and Grecian learning was very considerable. This ex- 
traordinary man, who had been one of the most virulent 
enemies of the Christians, became their most glorious 
and triumphant defender. Independently of the mirac- 
ulous gifts with which he was enriched, he p an 
invircible courage, an amazing force of genius, and a 
spirit of patience which no fatigue could overcome, and 
which no sufferings or trials could exhaust. To these 
the cause of the gospel, under the divine appointment, 
owed a conriderable part of its rapid progress a God 
prising succ°ss, as the Acts of the Apostles and the Epis- 
tles of St. Paul abundantly testify. 





JOEL’S PROPHECY. 


[From the Bible Educator.] 


S° large a promise a awakens inquiry. We 
ask, “When was it, or will it be, fulfilled?” Joel 
expected, and I suppose saw, a fulfillment of it in his 
day. Peter saw a fulfillment of it on the day of Pente- 
cost. We are still straining forward through the ages, 
and looking for a distant day of judgment and redemp- 
tion on which the promise will be finally and exhaust- 
ively fulfilled If any ask, “To which of these fulfill- 
ments doe: Joel, or the Spirit which spake by Joel, 
refer?’ We reply, “Why should he not refer to ail 
these cays, and to many more?” Every true prophecy 
must have many fulfillments. For what is a prophecy? 
It is a divine reading of human facts; it is a declaration 
of the results which the divine laws are sure to work out 
from any given set of conditions, any sequence of events. 
Here is a man, or a race, in certain circumstances, of a 
certain moral temper, with this or that sin heavily 
pressing upon them. And the prophet saya, “In your 
circumstances, with your character, the divine laws will 
infallibly produce such and such results from your re- 
pentance and amendment.” As the divine laws are 
eternal and know no change, whenever the same facts 
recur in the life of a man or of a race, the same results 
are sure to follow ; whenever similar facts recur, similar 
results will follow. And since men walk very much in 
a narrow round of custom and action, the facts and con- 
ditions of human life must constantly repeat themselves ; 
every bom gee therefore, must have many fulfillments. 

In Joel’s time the Hebrew people went up to the 
temple to worship, but they had forgotten what their 
worship meaut; they gave their first fruits to God, but 
not the harvest; they saw him in the sanctuary, but not 
in the fields and the laws of nature. And therefore the 
regular order, the beneficent order of nature was broken, 
or seemed to them to be broken, by unexpected calami- 
ties, by adverse forces before which they were helpless, 
This interruption of the usual sequence of events they 
took as a judgment on their sins, as a call to repentance, 
They did repent. they learned that God was “in the 
midst of them ;” for a time they lived in a constant and 
thankful recognition of his presence, his bounty. Their 
hearts were quickened to a new life; there was what we 
call “ a reformation of religion.” It is at such periods 
that the Spirit of God descends on men with unaccus- 
tomed power, when, viz, their hearts are quick and 
tender. And as arule, it is the humble and meek to 
whom, at such times, there is given “ ter insight 
into the past, greater foresight of that which is to come,” 
the power to see visions, and dream dreams, and declare 
the will of the Lord. To the proud and disobedient 
such times are times of testing and judgment ; they op- 
pose themselves to the new movement of thought, to 
the better spirit of the age; they adjadge the ves 
unworthy of the life which has been quickened in the 
hearts of their neighbors. 

This was the sequence of results which Joel saw and 
foresaid ; this was how he read the facts of his time, and 
the bearing of the Divine laws upon them. Were not 
the same conditions repeated in St. Peter’s time with the 
like results? Was there not, therefore, good ground for 
his finding in the Pentecostal facts a fulfillment of Joel’s 
prophecy? Then, once more, the Jewish people came 
up to the temple to worship, but failed to recognize the 
God, and the duty to God, to which their worship bore 
witness. When “God made manifest in the flesh” stood 
before them, they did not recognize him as God, neither 
were thankful. J udgment came upon them, They were 
permitted to lay “lawless hands” on him who was both 
their Lord and Christ. They awoke to the conscious- 
ness of their sin when they saw the humble Galileans 
quickened to new life and power. They repented and 
turned unto the Lord. And the Spirit came upon them. 
They too saw visions, and dreamed dreams, and prophe- 
sied in the name of the Lord. And this new accession 
of spiritual life was a judgment to the men of that un- 





toward generation—trying what manner of spirit they 
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were animated 


see evil was the spirit by which ‘hey 
w 
and grace of God. 


0 still opposed themselves to the power 





THE TEARS OF PETER. 
[The Rey. Edwin B. Raffensperger, in The Presbyterian at Work.] 


N all the pages of church history there is not anoth- 
er name, save one, so prominent as that of the 
“Rock Man.” 

His God-given designation awakens in our minds an 
interest that is not aroused in behalf of another of the 
Twelve. The declaration, ‘Thou art Peter, and upon 
this rock I will build my church,” is so singular that we 
long to know the bearing of it upon our personal salva- 
tion. Were it possible to present a list of all the public 
edifices, and all the relics, mementoes, and curiosities of 
literature and art, with which the name of Peter is asso- 
ciated, we could prove that of all the early followers of 
Jesus of Nazereth, he was the most popular. For some 
reason, the world has singled him out, and given him au 
enduring prominence. We touch not here on the ques- 
tion of the primacy, but confine ourselves to that which 
lies outside of the field of polemis. 

Peter is the common property of Christendom. With 
all his faults he is the universal favurite. The other 
members of the college of apostles have their attractions. 
Some of them may be the superiors of Peter in intellect- 
ual power. Some may excel him in symmetry of char- 
acter. Every one of them may possess more prudence 
than he. Yet taking them as they are, giving due credit 
for the virtues of others, the goodnes: of James, the love- 
liness of John, and perhaps also, the innocence of the aut, 
still we confess our preference for rugged old Simon Peter 

These other men, it is true, steered clear of the rocks 
that bothered Peter. Against them stands not the record 
of attempting to walk on water, or of cutting off ears, or 
of denying their Master. Perhaps there was someth 
in Peter that was not in them, which impelled him to 
do strange things. He was self-confident, and free to 
speak right out, while others considered it best to think 
much and say little. 

Admit, however, that Peter had a quick temper, a rash 
tongue, and a disposition that induced sundry historical 
irregularities, and that we must put him down in our 
memorandum book as an unsteady, hasty, and hot-head- 
ed man. That is just the kind of man we are looki 
for. If the religion of Jesus Christ was good for him, it 
may be good for some of us, who are by nature just what 
Peter was, and, — a little more so. 

In thé character and conduct of that fishermen of Gal- 
ilee the Christian world has been furnished with an in- 
exhaustible theme for reflection. Here was the pure and 
mild religion of the Prince of peace in union with one 
whose natural disposition seemed to be unfavorable to 
the development of It was the struggle of the 
natural with the spiritual man. It was the cropping out 
again of that which all supposed had been put under for 
— Peter was an Mae ey Well was it for him, and 

r us, and for all men, that he who searcheth the hearts 
was present, not only to protect and defend, but also to 
rebuke, the erring one. 

Had Peter fallen into the hands of his fellow-men, he 
would not have fared as he did at the hands of Jesus, 
Read the testimony in reference to the denial, as given 
by the four witnesses. Oh how that falsehood pierced 
the heart of Jesus! It was uttered at a time when the 
Saviour needed sympathy; and he had reason to look 
for it from the man who had just given such positive 
assurances of his unflinching loyalty and undying devo- 
tion. Butses now. What a scene! 

“ And the Lord turned and looked upon Peter, And 
Peter remembered the word of the Lord, how he had 
said unto him, Before the cock crow, thou shalt deny me 
thrice. And Peter went out and wept bitterly.” 

Were it not for those bitter tears, we could not regard 
Peter with complacency. Without them, we should be 
compelled to place him in the catalogue of the vilest men 
that ever lived. But possessing this evidence, and know- 
ing that his after-life gave unmistakable proof of earnest 
and untiring zeal for him whom he had denied, we must 
regard those tears as the turning-point in his spiritual 
history. There was the ordeal that determined, once for 
all, the spiritual standing of one who had almost made 
shipwreck of his character. Had it not ben for the 
special prayer of Jesus, it might have been said of Peter 
as of Judas: “Good were it for that man if he had 
never been born.” 

There are practical lessons to be learned from these 
tears: 1. Real Christians may go far astray and do much 
by their inconsistency to injure the religion of Jesus. 
2. Real Christians can be made to see their error and 
be brought to repentance. 3. There is no merit in 
all the tears that ever fell from the eyes of peni- 
tent sinners. In the case of Peter, as our case 
the tears are but evidence that Jesus has touched 
the heart. Oh for the look of Jesus to remind us 
of our sins, and for the agency of the Holy Spirit to 
bring about in the heart of every erring professor of 
religion, such a change as was manifest in Peter, a/ter 
he went out and wept bitterly. 4. False professors and 
hypocrites in the church are seldom converted. 

Alas, how sad the thought that there are hearts in the 
church that are not converted ; there are talents in the 
church that are kept in napkins; there are tongues in 
the church that do not speak for Jesus; there are hands 
in the church that do not work for Jesus; there are rea) 
ers in the church that destroy more grain than they gath- 
er for God; there are consciences in the church that can- 
not be aroused on the subject of religion ; and there are 
tearlesa eyes in the church, belonging to those who have 
more than thrice denied the Master, and to whom he 





has turned and is looking, but from these eyes the look 
of Jesus brings no tears 
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Norice.—SUBSORIBERS WHO DO NOT WISH THEIR 
PAPER DISCONTINUED WILL NEED TO SEND THEIR RE- 
NEWAIS BEFORE THE DATE OF EXPIRATION, WHICH IS 
PLAINLY PRINTED ON THE YELLOW LABEL OF ADDRESS. 
THE PAPER WILL BE STOPPED TO SUBSCRIBERS NOT 
RENEWING BY THAT DATE, 


Ir the choice must be made, it is far better to have 
Bibles without any lesson leaves or other helps to study, 
in the Sunday-school, than the best of such helps with- 
out Bibles, There is no proper Sunday-school work 
where Bibles are not used freely. In some Sunday- 
schools the use of lesson leaves or question books during 
the school session is positively forbidden. It would be 
better never to allow them a place at that time, 








A TEACHER ought to have both the love and the con- 
fidence of his scholars. It is his duty to be loved; his 
duty to be trusted. If there is as yet a lack on these 
points he ought to count himself to blame, and seek to 
meet the existing want. He should find where the 
trouble is and remove it. He cannot fairly do his work 
as a teacher until his scholars love and trust him. He 
ought to deserve their affection and confidence, and be 
able to show them that this is the case, Then this diffi- 
culty will be out of the way. 


FYvE years ago the California Sunday School Conven- 
tion was held at San Jose, Dwight L. Moody, John H. 
Vincent, and Philip Phillips being present. The 
workers in that state have not forgotten that occasion, 
and now that the next State Convention is to be held in 
the same place, May 9-11, they have bright anticipa- 
tions of another notable gathering. William Reynolds, 
of Illinois, has promised to be with them, and they 
invite any Sanday-school workers from the East who 
contemplate a visit to California, to arrange, if practi- 
cable, to attend their convention. 


As a rule, those who know most are least satisfied with 
their attainments. Only those who know little or no- 
thing think they are really well informed. As they be- 
gin to learn they begin to see how much they have to 
learn, Said one of the best informed Sunday-school 
superintendents in this country: “ Five years ago I 
thought I knew a great deal more than I think I know 
now. Then I thought I knew a good deal. Now I 
think I know very little.” The teachers who most need 
the help of a teachers’-meeting are least likely to feel 
their need, or to avail themselves of the proffered help. 
This is no new doctrine. St. Paul said, “ And if any 
man thinketh that he knoweth anything, he knoweth 
nothing yet as he ought to know.” 


A QUESTION which should come home to every Sunday- 
school teacher is this: Are your scholars trusting disci- 
ples of the Lord Jesus? If this question cannot be 
answered affirmatively, then comes another, Why should 
they not be? Those scholars are sinners, They need a 
Saviour. If they do not trust the Lord Jesus they ought 
to doso. Are they more likely to turn to him in faith 
by and by than now? How much more of instruc- 
tion do they need to qualify them to put their trust 
in him? If they do not need any special preparation 
by you that they may be accepted by a loving Saviour, 
they ought to be taken up at once in the arms of your 
faith and laid at that Saviour’s feet. Now is the ac- 
cepted time for them to turn to the Saviour. Now is the 
accepted time for you to have faith in him as you plead 





in their behalf. According to your faith, it will be unto 
you, in this as in all things else in Christ’s service, 


Now and then the robbers find themselves mistaken 
in supposing that every bank cashier would work with 
them or quietly consent to their work for rifling the bank 
vault of its treasures, under a threat of death for non- 
compliance with their demand. There are a great many 
bank cashiers who if put to the test would die rather 
than have a part in bank robbery. Mr. George R Mes- 
sersmith, of the Chambersburg National Bank, in this 
state, has just proved himself a distinguished example 
of this class. Even with a loaded revolver at his head, 
and a dagger flourished above him, he refused to let the 
robbers do their work in peace. As a result of his cour- 
ageous fidelity the robber was captured, the bank de- 
posits are intact, and the cashier’s life is preserved. His 
family are not left destitute. On the contrary, they have 
a new trexsure in his increased reputation and honors ; 
while he stands out as an example to all who are called 
to choose between death and dishonor. 


UNDER the head of Lesson Helps we give various aids 
to study. But we do not vouch for the accuracy of every 
statement, or the correctness of every comment made by 
the diffarent writers for that department. For example, 
in the Ark brought to Zion, Dr. Ormiston said the ark 
had remained at the house of Abinadab “for about 
seventy years.” Dr. Van Lennep said it had been there 
“twenty years.” Dr. Jamieson, as quoted in the Eclec- 
tic Commentary, said “it had continued nearly fifty 
years” in that place. Now it is asking too much to insist 
that we shall count all these statements accurate. The 
doctors disagreed. But each doctor was respensible for 
his ownstatement. We allowed him to express his opinion 
on this point as on many another in question. We remind 
the divines, however, that the Bible students are watch- 
ing them, and that some of the exceptions made to pai- 
ticular statements in their articles are well taken and 
keenly put by our correspondents. 

HE was a “ Bible-class teacher.” There are men who 
count themselves a grade higher than Sunday-school 
teachers. They don’t attend the teachers’-meeting ; nor 
do they use the uniform lesson; for they feel above all 
that. He was a man of this sort. He took for his 
lesson “The Sermon on the Mount.” Of course he could 
teach ‘hat, He attempted to read the beatitudes one by 
one, explaining them as he read ; but the first proved too 
much for him. “Blessed are the poor in spirit: for 
theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” ‘That means,” he 
said, ‘‘‘ Blessed are the poor in spirit.’ The ‘poor in 
spirit’? are— That means, ‘Blessed are the poor in 
spirit.’ The ‘poor in spirit’ are— Well, I don’t 
think I can improve on Scripture. ‘Ble:sed are the 
poor in spirit.’ We'll pass on,” This is a simple fact. 
The ‘ Bible-class teacher” was right as to the limits of 
his ability. The only trouble was in his attempt to go 
beyond his capacity. 

At the anniversary of the New England Society in 
New York, of which the proceedings are recently pub 
lished, Gen. Joseph R. Hawley gave earnest expression 
to his views on the danger to be feared from an indis- 
criminate censure by the press of all who are in public 
station. Gen. Hawley is himself an editor of long ex- 
perience, and has held offices of honor and responsibility. 
He has a clean record as a man of rare purity of pur- 
pose and fidelity to his convictions, and his words have 
peculiar force on such a theme as this. As they accord 
with the views we had occasion to express concerning 
“ reverence for authority,” we reproduce them herewith : 


“ Next to the evil of having all public men in this land 
corrupt; next to the evil of having all our governmental 
affairs in the hands of men venal and weak and narrow; 
debauching public life and carrying it down to destruction, 
is the calamity of having all the young men believe it is so, 
whether it be so or not. Teach all the boys to believe that 
every man who goes into public life has his price ; teach all 
the beys to believe that there is no man who enters public 
life anywhere that does not look out for his own, and is not 
always scheming to do something for himself or for his 
friends, and seeking to prolong his power; teach every 
young man who has a desire to go into political life, to think 
—because you have told him so—that the way to succeed is 
to follow such arts, and by that kind of talk you may ruin 
your country.” 


In the same line of thought The Interior declares : 


The moralizers on the degeneracy of public virtue have 
missed one point in the producing causes, and it is one of 
the most potent. It is the unscrupulous and atrocious lying 
of the political press. This demoralizing vice is not so 
nearly all-pervading as it once was. We do have political 





papers now, many of them, which try to publish the truth 
and suppress falsehood. But the time was—and largely is 
now—that the pure and honest official had no more immu- 
nity from detraction than the most dishonest. Nothing 
will make a man a thief so quickly as to set the press after 
him, denouncing him as a thief. 

There are quite too many bad men in office; but it 
will only make mattera worse to insist that every office- 
holder is dishonest, or that the representatives of a 
people are as a class worse than those whom they re- 
present. 


THE INTERNATIONAL LESSONS. 
Y Mr. Gilbert’s review of the Uniform Lesson move- 
ment, of which we give the conclusion this week, 
as also by the discussions of the Plainfield Congress, we 
are brought once more to consider the magnitude and 
importance of this plan of common Bible study. 

A few years ago there was no agreement among the 
Sanday-schools of this country in the subjects or modes 
of their study. Now these schools are weil-nigh a unit 
in what they study, and in their ways of studying. Then 
intelligent Bible students were exceptional among the 
laity. Now they are so numerous that the best-trained 
clergymen have no little difficulty in keeping in advance 
of the body of their Sunday-school teachers in this par- 
ticular. Then social Bibie study was by no means com- 
mon or thorough. Now it generally takes the lead of 
other departments of church activity. Then popular 
expositions of Scripture were an insignificant portion of 
the literature of the day. Now it is one of the foremost 
branches of book and periodical literature. Then there 
was a sad lack of home study and teaching of the Bible 
even among professed Christians. Now the Bible has a 
place in the households of the church it has never had 
since it was given to man by its divine Author. 

It is really wonderful, the change wrought within five 
years by these International lessons. N» movement or 
work through the theological seminaries, or the pulpit, 
or the religious press, of like influence for good within a 
corresponding period of time, is on record in the history 
of the world. This is God’s work, according, to his own 
plan, and in his own way. God has given this scheme 
of lessons favor with the people. God has given to its 
results this inc-ease. Its beginnings have been much in 
question. Its progress is manifest. Who shall say what 
further is to come of it? 


WHERE ARE THE BAD BOOKS? 


E are by no means surprised that Zhe Congrega- 

tionalist thinks our judgment of Sunday-school 
libraries “extravagant,” when we say that “as a rule” 
the books found in them “are better than those found 
anywhere else.” We are glad to differ in such a matter 
with those who proffer indiscriminate censure of Sunday- 
school books as “the occasion in no small degree of the 
prevalent unwholesome appetite for fiction,” and who 
talk about “books of religious sentimentalivm ” as if 
they alone had a place in Sunday-school libraries. The 
fact is, there is a great deal of bad literature in the 
world—a great deal in books, and relatively a great 
deal more in newspapers ; but it is not found chiefly in 
Sunday-school libraries. In a Sunday-school, as a rule, 
the better class of men and women of a community are 
engaged. In buying books for its library these good 
people choose books which they deem the best; not 
those which they count the poorest. In consequence it 
is true, that as a rule children can find better reading in 
their Sunday-school library than in any other library 
available to them—at their homes or elsewhere. And 
this is what we meant by our assertion. 

The whole range of literature is open to those who 
choose for Sunday-school libraries, and books of fact— 
history, biography, travel—as well as books of religious 
sentiment, are included in the selections. Indeed those 
who are best informed on this subject are most positive 
in the opinion we expressed so freely. The Rev. Dr, 
Charles S. Robinson had this to say after a careful 
examination of “a large collection of Sunday-school 
volumes”: “I think they were more valuable altogether 
for spiritual good than any other six hundred volumes I 
ever met with in one lot. They were freer from bitter- 
ness, dullness, stupidity, ignorance, mysticism, cant, and 
violence than any six hundred volumes you can find in 
my library beside me here in the study as I sit writing. 
I assert against all controversy that the children have a 
better time than we grown-up people do with our read- 
ing.” Dr. John Hall has said, that the most objectionable 
of this Sunday-school literature is “better than a great 
deal of the printed matter that passes unchallenged 
through general society, and feeds the average youth 
outside the Sunday-school.” 

Again, the occasion of our words of comme:dation of 
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Sunday-schoo! literature, in comparison with that else- 
where offered to children, was a similar expression of 
cpinion, by a writer of the fine taste and good jadgment 
of Mrs. Edward Ashley Walker. She had been making 
a “thorough and very extensive examination” of this 
literature. She admits that she “began this long course 
of reading with much self pity, and something of the 
outraged despite of the age, and found scorn vanish- 
ing, and respect slowly but constantly rising until this 
present, when she is almost ready to challenge any other 
department of literature whatsoever, to produce 80 
large a proportion of clever, healthful, and genuinely 
good books as are offered by the American and English 
publishers for Sunday-schoo! uses.” 

The most of the worth!ess or pernicious reading for 
the young, which is a fair subject of censure by the 
pulpit, platform, and press, is to be found, not in the 
average Sunday-school library, but in the average public 
library, or in the home of the average croaker on this 
now popular theme of fault-finding. 


“WHAT SHALL THE HARVEST BE?” 


OW that the Moody and Sankey meetings are no 

longer a centre of interest in Philadelphia, there is 
naturally less of activity ia special efforts to reach the 
unconverted in the community than while the evange- 
lists were leading in such work day by day. Ia conse- 
quence, some are asking if there is such a reaction from 
the religious fervor of then as to give ground of fear 
that the good inflience of those meetings was temporary 
and evanescent. Yet it is not denied that in the 
churches of Philadelphia there is far more of life and 
warmih than prior to those meetings, and that many 
hopeful additions to the membership of the churches 
were made through the quickening then received. As 
an indication of what may be seen in the future as a 
consequence of the past winter’s work in Philadelphia, a 
reminiscence of another revival in another city may 
have its value. 

In the winter of 1851-2 the Rev. Dr. Finney labored 
as an evangelist in Hartford, Conn. He tells something 
of the story in his Autobiography ; but there is much 
which he does not tell. There was something of an 
excitement there; for a revived interest in spiritual 
things almost invariably brings excitement—often a most 
profitable excitement. Additions to the churches were 
made by the hundred. Church members were quickened 
to new zeal. That winter was one long to be remem- 
bered in the religious history of Hartford. But it 
passed away. The frequent extra meetings were sus- 
pended. It seemed to some as if there was compara- 
tively little left as a result of such a winter’s work. But 
now let us follow out a single line of influence from 
that beginning. 

For the accommodation of tradesmen’s clerks and 
o'her young men who could not conveniently attend 
the ordinary evening services, at their early hour of 
gathering, a prayer-meetirg was started in the upper 
perlors of a life insurance company, to be held every 
evening from 9 to 9:45 o’clock. There many of the 
young converts of that revival met from time to time, to 
pray and praise together, and to confirm one another’s 
faith. There, also, they brought their unconverted com- 
panions, to be prayed for and entreated with ; and there 
many a young heart for the first time found trust in a 
Saviour. But even that meeting was suspended after 
awhile; and now what came of it all? What was its 
permanent influence as shown in the new lives of those 
who were there reached for a brief season ? 

Only two of the frequent atendants at that little 
upper room 9 o’clock prayer-meeting were then students, 
or had plans of future study. Most of them were clerks 
in stores, or offices, or banks. One of the two students 
is now a well-known bishop in the Episcopal church. 
The other is a doctor of divinity, one of the leaders of 
the evangelical wing of the Universalist church—to 
which he then belonged. One young man, then a book- 
seller, soon left trade and entered on a course of study. 
He is a well-known divine, president of a prominent 
New England college. Auother who was then a bank 
clerk is now president of a college at the national capital. 
Two who were in active trade are now clergymen in the 
Episcopal church, One who was a dry goods clerk 
became presi fent of the Young Men’s Christian Associ- 
ation of New York City, and was foremost for a time in 
the religious activities of that metropolis. One who was 
then clerk in a wholesale grocery and liquor store came 
to be active in Christian doing and giving in his new 
home in Michigan, one of the more influential man of 
his city and state. A second bank clerk has been for 
years an active lay worker in the cause of Christ in Wis- 
consin, A second dry goods clerk has been superin- 





tendent of one Sunday-school or another for now twenty 
years, and is one of the more active and prominent 
Christian men and bank presidents of Hartford, where 
he still resides, A third bank clerk did a really notable 
work for some years in building up and guiding Sunday- 
school interests in another part of Connecticut, and after 
his death « biographical sketch of his useful life was 
circulated by thousands, and was richly blessed in its 
influence for good. 

There were ot::ers from that little gathering who in 
varied spheres have since shown that the work done for 
them then and there was not lost work. The holding of 
that prayer-meeting was one of the minor incidents of 
the religious movement of that season, and little was 
expected from it. At the time its influence did not 
weigh in comparison with the new work in the sev- 
eral churches of the city. But if nothing more 
than that here noted had come as a result of the Hart- 
ford revival meetings in the winter of 1851-2, could it 
fairly be said that the influence of those meetings ended 
when they were intermitted? There is doubtless far 
more than this now in progress in Philadelphia as a 
result of influences set in operation during the series of 
revival meetings recently suspended. So also in New 
York, as the Moody meetings close there. “The end is 
not yet.” 


WITH A WORD OF COMMENT. 


— 


ROM Wisconsin comes this request concerning “an 
additional feature” in the “ Scholars’ Quarterly :” 

Give us one or two responsive opening and closing exer- 
cises, all Scripture of course; say something like one pub- 
lished in Tue Times a few weeks since, only not so long, 
changing it each quarter. 

The “Responsive Review Exercise” given in the 
“Scholars’ Quarterly” is adapted for use as an opening 
exercise, and is so used in some schools. It may be di- 
vided for this purpose, and portions of it taken at differ- 
ent times. 





A subscriber in New Hampshire asks: 


Will you please inform a countryman what is meant by 
Whisper Songs, of which so much is said in Sunday-school 
periodicals, and how they are sung? 

Whisper songs are simple hymns for children, to be 
sung in a whisper, or in a low tone of voice, by the little 
ones, Such singing helps to bring a gathering of chil- 
dren into quiet ways, and it pleases them by its variety. 
Moreover it is often desirable where the primary class 
meets in a corner of the Sunday-school room, separated 
from other classes only by a curtain. 


A New Jersey superintendent writes : 

I have read with great interest your articles on the fidelity 
of cashiers. I have long held your views, and believe them 
to be right. Whether or not I should carry them out if put 
to the test, of course I cannot say . . . I would like to know 
your views on another point, . . . whether it is ever right 
to deceive a sick person as to the condition of a sick friend; 
for instance, for fear of the knowledge of the truth injuring 
the patient. 

The same principles should guide us in dealing with 
the sick and the well. Concealment of the truth, even 
when it results in a deception, is not always wrong; but 
direct falsehood is, We are not always bound to tell a 
patient his precise condition and danger, nor yet to grat- 
ify his curiosity as to others. On the contrary, we have 
no more right to lie to him to save his life, than we 
should have to tell a lie to save our own lives. Wrong 
is never made right through a life being saved by its 


This inquiry comes from a veteran Lutheran superin- 
tendent, in Charleston, S. C.: 

Ts it feasible, in the preparation of the International Les- 
sons for another year, to have regard to the “church year?” 
That is, at Christmas, Easter, and other seasons to take up 
lessons of Scripture suitable for those seasons. The matter, 
for aught I know may have been considered, but I have fre- 
quently thought this change might be an inducement to 
many schools to introduce the lessons, where now they use 
something else. 

The lesson committee has considered the plan in 
question, but has deemed it better, in view of all things, 
to adhere to the original idea of taking up the Bible 
according to an outline which will cover its substance in 
seven years. Many Episcopal and Lutheran and Re- 
formed and Moravian Sunday-schools, which observe the 
“church year,” use the Iaternational lessons, and find 
little difficulty in connecting them with appropriate 
Scriptures for the great religious festivals, or in supple- 
menting them with other courses of Bible study. 


As one result of her article on “‘Sunday-school books,”’ 
published by us a few weeks since, Mrs, Edward Ashley 
Walker has received various letters asking her to give a 
list of the best Sunday-school books. ‘n view of these 
calls on her, she writes to us : 

I don’t know but I shall have to ask you to say through 
Tue Times that while Mrs. Walker is much obliged for the 
interest expressed in her article, yet she can’t answer 80 
many letters, and if she could she could hardly be expected 
to stultify herself by coming out from the safety of ‘‘ glitter- 
ing generalities’ and incurring the wrath of publishers and 
authors by particularizing the ‘best,’ as she is calmly 
begged to do. 

We are glad that Mrs. Walker declines to say that 
any books are “the best” for the Sunday-school. The 
best books for one class of scholars are not the best for 
all scholars. The best books of one style are not the 
best of all styles. Those who want good books in their 
libraries must first decide what tind of books they prefer. 
It will be then easy for them to get the best of that 
kind. 





Here is a criticism from Burlington, Vt., on one of 
our editorial statements : 

In a late number of your paper this remarkable passage 
occurs in the article headed Prayer and the Laws of Nature, 
‘*No man can say with certainty that anything is a law of 
nature unless he finds the letter of that law in God’s Word. 
He may think and guess and fancy from certain things 
which he sees, that God has made this and that as a law, but 
it is allan unproved theory [that the facts are the result of 
a positive Jaw] unless he can quote the chapter and verse of 
the divine Statute Book.’’ The law of gravitation is pretty 
generally accepte1 as such. Is it ‘‘an improved theory ?’’ 
If not, will you in your next, or some future number of 
your paper, please designate ‘‘the chapter and verse of the 
divine Statute Book’’ which may be quoted to prove it a 
law? 

The words inserted in brackets may make our meaning 
clearer. The facts of gravitation are not to be ques- 
tioned. That these facts are the result of a specific aw 
of God is unproved till the law can be quoted. In Gen, 
8: 22, is recorded the law of the periodical seasons, 
Until such a law of gravitation is pointed out, we shall 
believe that God can take Elijah to heaven in a chariot 
in spite of gravitation theories, God never violates his 
own laws, but he does cross many human theories. John 
Stuart Mill says, “The expression Law of Nature is 
generally employed by scientific men with a sort of tacit 
reference to the original sense of the word /aw, namely, 
the expression of the will of a superior—the superior in 
this instance, being the Ruler of the universe.” The 
observed /acts of gravitation lead men to infer a Jaw ; 
but this inferred law cannot fairly be quoted against 
such another fact as Elijah’s translation. 


Another trouble from the Lesson Committee’s selection 
of golden texts is indicated in this letter from an intelli- 
geht New York City superintendent : 

With great reluctance I once more intrude upon your time 
to ask your consideration regarding a feature of Taz TimEs 
lesson papers which creates a difficulty in our teaching, es- 
pecially in our reviews. I refer to the variance between the 
topic given by you and the thought suggested by the golden 
text. You will naturally refer me to the objections you 
have expressed to the golden texts, and their unfitness as 
expressions of the lesson thought, and say that it was done 
‘“*a purpose,” as the children have it. While much disposed 
to sympathize with the views of Tur Times on this subject, 
and annoyed as I often have been at the inappropriateness 
of the golden text, I ask, Is it not better to sustain the unity 
of the thought, so necessary to the successful implanting of 
the lesson truths, by making the best of what is, and offer- 
ing a topic in harmony with the golden text, if it can be by 
any possibility deduced from the lesson ? 


In other words, we are asked to permit the Lesson 
Committee to decide what truths we shall find, as clearly 
most worthy of enforcement, in the selected passages of 
Scripture. Even when convinced of “the inappropriate- 
ness of the golden text” we are, by this suggestion, 
invited to aid in warping or dwarfing the plain teachings 
of a Scripture lesson to conf.rm to the views or fancies 
of a committee appointed with the express understand- 
ing that it should not attempt to decide on or indicate 
the meaning of the designated lessons. Fidelity, alike 
to Buble truth and to the original plan of the Interna- 
tional lessons, forbids that we should be a party to such 
an arrangement. We sympathize with our good brother 
in his difficulty, and trust that a better way will be found 
out of the existing annoyances than by conforming the 
Bible teachings of all the lesson writers of this country 
to the narrow gauge agreed on by the members of the 
Lesson Committee in their compromises when they are 
not a unit on the pre-eminent teachings of particular 
lessons under consideration. 
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SPECIMEN EXERCISES. 


———< 


CONCERT EXERCISE. 


[Prepared for the Plymouth Congregational Sunday-school, of Pitts- 
burgh, Pa.) 


THE HOMES OF THE BIBLE. 


|The following exercise was one in a course of six 
concerts. The full list was as follows: (1) The children 
of the Bible; (2) The women of the Bible; (3) The men 
of the Bible; (4) The homes of the Bible; (5) The altars 
of the Bible; (6) The Christ of the Bible. The author’s 
explanation of his purpose and plan in this exercise is 
as follows: ‘‘The purpose was to lead the thoughts away 
from even the best of earthly homes, to one far better 
in heaven. The verses were assigned to different teach- 
ers, and by them to different scholars, who repeated or 
read them as called for by their numbers.” The opening 
exercise, and the hymns tw be interspersed, may be 
varied by different leaders to suit their own tastes. | 
Hymn: 

* Rejoice and be glad.” 
Scripture Lesson : 

Psalm 90, 
Prayer : 
Hymn: 

“Oh, think of the home over there.” - 
Leader : 

There are many splendid cities in this world, but what 
is true of them all? 
First Scholar : 


Here we have no continuing city, but we seek one to come (Heb. 
13: 14), 


Leader : 
How did Abraham regard the cities of this earth? 
Second Scholar : 


For he looked for a city which hath foundations, whose builder 
and maker is God (Heb. 11: 10). 


Leader : 
How does God feel toward people who act in this way? 
Third Scholar : 


Wherefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he hath 
prepared for them a city (Heb. 11: 16), 


Leader : 

What is the true standing of those who thus think 
little of earth, and much of heaven? 
Fourth Scholar : 


Now therefore ye are no more strangers and pilgrims, but fellow 
citizens with the saints, and of the household of God (Eph. 2: 19), 


Leader : 

What knowledge cheers such persons even in the face 
of death? 
Fifth Scholar : 


For we know that if our earthly house of this tabernacle were dis- 
solved, we have a building of God, an house not made with hands, 
eternal in the heavens (2 Cor. 5:1). 


Leader : 

What duty did Peter feel incumbent upon him in 
view of the fleeting nature of this world? 
Siath Scholar : 


Yea, I think it meet, as long as I am in this tabernacle, to stir you 
up, by putting you in remembrance, knowing that shortly I must 
put off this = tabernacle even as our Lord Jesus Christ has shewed 
me (2 Pet, 1: 138, 14). 


Leader : 
How did Jesus speak of the homes beyond ? 
Seventh Scholar : 


Ta my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I 
would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you; and if I go 


ae es a = for you, I will come again and receive you unto 
myself, that where I am there ye may be also (John 14; 2, 3), 


Hymn: 
“When Jesus comes,” 
Leader : 
What class of whom the world thinks little, does Peter 
name most honorably ? 
Eighth Scholar : 


Hearken my beloved brethren, hath not God chosen the poor of 
this world, rich in faith, and heirs of the kingdom which he hath 
promised to them that love him (Jas. 2: 5). 


Leader : 

Because this world is so inferior to the next, what is 
the duty of every true man? 
Ninth Scholar : 

Lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth 
nor rast doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor 
mens; A where your treasure is there will your heart be also ( Matt. 
6: 2, 21). 

Leader : 

How does Paul describe the “ conversation,” or citi- 
zenship of Christians? 
Tenth Scholar : 


For our conversation is in heaven, from whence also we look for 
the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ (Phil. 3: 20). 


Leader : 

We have many blessings even here if we be Christians, 
but is there “ more to follow ?” 
Eleventh Scholar : 

Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear 
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what we shall be; but we know that when he shall appear we shall 
be like him; for we shall see him as he is (1 John 8; 2). 


Hymn: 
“More to follow.” 
Leader : 
With what cheering words does Peter address his 
brethren, concerning that which lies beyond ? 
Twelfth Scholar : 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which 
according to his abundant mercy, hath begotten us again untoa 
lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead; to an 
inheritance on and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, 
reserved in heaven for you (1 Pet. 1: 3, 4). 

Leader : 

What does Peter say about the very heavens and 
earth at the end? 
Thirteenth Scholar : 


The day of the Lord willcome . . . in the which the heavens 
shall pass away and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the 
earth also and the works that are therein shall be burnedup . . . 
nevertheless, we, according to his promise, look for new heavens, 
and a new earth wherein dwelleth righteousness (2 Pet. 3: 10-13), 


Leader : 

What did John see when he was on the Isle of 
Patmos? 
Fourteenth Scholar : 


And I saw a new heaven and a new earth! for the first heaven and 
the first earth were passed away (Rev. 21: 1). 


Leader : 
What city did John see? 
Fifteenth Scholar : 


And I saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down from God 
out of heaven (Rey. 21: 2). 


Leader : 
What does he say about the light of that city? 


Siateenth Scholar : 


And her light was like unto a stone most precious, even like a 
jasper stone, clear as crystal (Rey. 21: 11). 


Leader : 
What is said of the wall of that city? 
Seventeenth Scholar : 


And the wall of it was of jasper; and the city was pure gold like 
unto clear glass (Rey. 21: 18), 


Leader : 
What is said of the gates of the c'ty? 
Eighteenth Scholar : 

And the twelve gates were twelve pearls; every several gate was 
of one pearl; and the street of the city was pure gold, as it were 
transparent glass (Rev. 21; 21). 

Hymn: 
“There is a gate that stands ajar.” 
Leader : 

What river was shown in the better world? 

Nineteenth Scholar : 


And he showed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, 
proceeding out of the throne of God and of the Lamb (Rey, 22: 1), 


Hymn: 
“Shall we gather at the River.” 
Leader : 

What is said of the trees of the city? 
Twentieth Scholar : 

In the midst of the street of it; and on either side of the river, 
was there the tree of life, which bare twelve manner of fruits and 
epee her fruit every month, and the leaves of the tree were for 
he healing of the nations (Rev. 22: 2). 

Leader : 

When are the gates of that city to be shut? 

Twenty-first Scholar : 


And the gates of it shall not be shut at all by day; for there shall 
be no night there (Rev. 21: 25). 


Leader : 

How is that city lighted? 
Twenty-second Scholar : 

And they need no candles, neither light of the sun; for the Lord 
Sipe them light; and they shall reign for ever and ever (Rey. 


Leader : 


What comforting facts are assured to those who dwell 
in that home? 


Twenty third Scholar : 


They shall hunger no more, neither thirst any more, neither shall 
the sun light on them, nor any heat (Rev. 7: 16) 


Leader : 

Who is the shepherd of those who are in the heavenly 
home? 
Twenty-fourth Scholar : 

For the Lamb, which is in the midst of the throne shall feed them, 


and shall lead them unto living fountains of waters; and God shall 
wipe away all tears from their eyes (Rev. 7: 17). 


Leader : 
From what shall those who are there be forever free? 
Twenty-fifth Scholar : 


And there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, nei- 
ther shall there be any more pain (Rev. 21: 4). 


Hymn: 

“T will sing you a song of that beautiful land.” 
Leader : 

Who are excluded from that better world above? 
Twenty-sixth Scholar : 

And there shall in’ no wise enter into it anything that defileth, 


neither whatsoever worketh abomination, or maketh a lie; but they 
which are written in the Lamb’s book of life (Rey. 21: 27). 


Leader : 
What therefore remaineth forever for the people of God? 
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Twenty-seventh Scholar : 

There remaineth therefore a rest for the people of God (Heb. 4: 9). 
Leader : 

Who then are truly blessed ? 
All: 

Blessed are they that do his commandments, that they may have 
right to the tree of life, and may enter in through the gates into the 
city (Rev. 21: 14), 

Hymn : 
“We shall meet beyond the river.” 


WORKERS IN COUNCIL. 


{Information for this department—including early reports of Con- 
ventions, Institutes, Normal-classes, and Teachers’ Associations—will 
be thankfully received.] 


CONVENTION CALENDAR. 


TOMO, TUAAG, BE THI AG ies svicceecocsccccscaccrcccssccerscscsceceecsee April 18-20, 1876, 
California, State, at San Jose ++s.sMay 9-11, 1876+ 
Missouri, State, at Kansas City.............06+ «May 16-18, 1876. 














Illinois, State, at Jacksonville.............cccceceeseecesseeeeees May 23-25, 1876. 
New York, State, at Utica............ June 6-8, 1876. 
Nebraska, State, at Fremont.............ccsserccssesseessneeceneeen June 6-8, 1876. 
Indiana, State, at Fort WayMe..........ccccccsscssssecersesserseeses June 6-8, 1876. 
Ohio, State, at Dayton........ June 6-8, 1876, 
Connecticut, State, at Wimsted.........cccccscereesseeeererseeeeeeee June 6-8, 1876: 


Iowa, State, at Council Bluffs: June 18-15, 1876, 











Kentucky, State, at Frankfort. June 20-28, 1876. 
Conference, at Sea Grove, N. J...cceesceserceseseeeeeerereeees June 25-30, 1876, 
Assembly of the Northwest, at Clear Lake, lowa...June 27-July 5, 1876. 
Parliament, at Well’s Island, St. Lawrence RiveF..........+s0+« July 19-26, 
Centennial Assembly, at Ocean Grove, N. J... July 22-80, 1876, 
Chautauqua Assembly, at Fair Point, N. Y......... ++ee- AUgust 1-15, 1876, 


NORMAL-CLASSES AND ASSOCIATIONS. 


Toronto, Can., Teachers’ Union Meeting for the exposition of the In- 
ternational lessons every Saturday, in the hall of the Young Men’s 
Christian Association. Led by the Rev. Principal Caven, of Knox 
College. 

Boston, Union Meeting for Lesson Study, at Wesleyan Hall, 36 Brom- 
field Street, every Saturday at 3 p.m. Led by the Rey. H. M. Parsons. 


New Haven, Conn., Union Normal-class, with lesson study, second 
Monday evening of each month, in different churches. 


Rochester, N. Y., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Thursday 
evening. in the Y. M. C. A. Hall. 


New York, Normal-class (Union), meets every Thursday at 4.45 P.m., 
in the chapel of Fourth Avenue Presbyterian Church. Ralph 
Wells, conductor. 


New York, Superintendents’ Meeting (Union), at the Fulton Street 
Prayer-meeting room, every Tuesday, at 4 P.M. 


New York, Primary Normal-class (Union), at the chapel of Madison 
Square Presbyterian Church, every Saturday, at 3 P.M. 


New York, Sunday School Teachers’ Association (Union), at the 
Broadway Tabernacle, corner of Thirty-fourth Street and Sixth 
Avenue, on the third Monday evening of each month. 


Brooklyn, N. Y., Normal-class (Union), at the First Reformed Church, 
rear of City Hall. Ralph Wells, conductor. Every Thursday 
evening. 

Brooklyn, N. Y., Union Meeting for Lesson Study in the Y. M.C. A. 
Hall, every Saturday at 4 p.m. Led during April by the Rey. 
Charles B. Schultz. 


Brooklyn, N. Y., Sunday School Union, at the Hanson Place, Meth. 
Epis. Church, on the second Monday evening of each month, ex- 
cept July and August. 


Philadelphia, Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday at 
noon, at 54 North Fourth Street. Also, every Thursday evening at 
the Y. M. C. A. Hall. 


Baltimore, Md., Meeting of Infant-class teachers every Saturday, at 
4 P.m., at No. 8 North Charles Street. 


Washington, D. C., Teachers’ Normal-class in Y. M. C. A. Hall, every 
Saturday, at 6.30 P.M. 


St. Louis, Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday in Dr, 
Post’s Church, corner Tenth and Locust Streets. Led by the Rey, 
Cc. A. Van Anda. 


St. Louis, Teachers’ Association (Union), meets for Institute work 
the first Tuesday evening of each month, in Dr. Post’s church. 


Chicago, Union Meeting for Lesson Study, at Farwell Hall, every 
Saturday at noon. 


Burlington, Iowa, Sunday School Association, (Union), meets for 
Institute work on the First Wednesday evening of each month, 


Detroit, Mich., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday 
evening, at the Y. M.C. A. Hall. Led by the Rev. A. T. Pierson. 


NEW YORK SUNDAY SCHOOL ASSO. 
CIATION. 


HE March meeting of this Association was held at 
the Broadway Tabernacle on Monday evening, 
March 20. The Rev. Dr. Warren Randolph, of Phila- 
delphia, gave the principal address, which we give here- 
with in full from his own manuscript. 


THE PLAINFIELD CONGRESS, 


This assemblage originated in the call of the Plain- 
field Normal-class, which invited the several Sunday- 
school societies, union and denominational, the pub- 
lishers of lesson helps, and all other organizations inter- 
ested in Sunday-school work, to send delegates to Plain- 
field, for the purpose of holding there an informal 
Congress for consultation. Its sessions continued from 
Monday, March 6, to Friday, March 10. Although 
known by a legislative name, it did not profess to have 
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ciency of its members in Sunday-school work, and to 
promote, in general, the great Sunday-school cause. 

The delegates enrolled gave dignity and character to 
the occasion. They came from ten or twelve different 
States, and represented as many different denominations. 
First of all was that prince of Sunday-school workers, 
than whom neither this country nor any other has a 
superior, Dr. John H. Vincent, placed at the head of 
this Congress, as he ought to be if there is ever held a 
Sunday-school Congress for the world. Beside him sat, 
as was eminently fit, a vice-president in the person of 
the Rev. George A. Peltz, who not only represented THE 
Sunpay ScHoo. Times, of which he is an editor, but 
the late International Sunday School Convention, of 
which he was president. There, too, was Mr. S:arles, 
chairman of the Executive Committee of the Interna- 
tional Convention ; the clear, crisp, and ever-ready Dr. 
Hayes, president of Washington and Jefferson College, 
and the polished Dr. Cattell, president of Lafayette. 
The Presbyterian Board of Publication sent their Sun- 
day-school men, Mr. Tyler and Dr. Dulles. There, also, 
was Mr. Hazard, now at the head of the Sunday-school 
periodical of Chicago, which first, under Dr, Vincent’s 
management, proposed a lesson uniformity; and Mr. 
Demarest, of New Hampshire, who, while holding views 
that some of us regard as heretical, joins heartily in this 
systematic Bible study. Near him was Frank Beard, 
whose “talk and chalk” illuminated truth and enli- 
vened the Congress, There also was that new favorite 
of Bible students, Rev. Mr. Peloubet, of Massachusetts. 
And time would fail to tell of Drs. Hall, Seelye, Deems 
and Sims, whose words of wisdom, wit, and eloquence 
charmed and thrilled their hearers; and of Bishop 
Simpson, whose plain manner and simple speech at 
firat surprised, but, as he warmed, moved and melted 
all who heard him; and of Dr. Hatfield, who with 
manly boldness discussed Social Problems, which 
most men are afraid to touch in the pulpit. Mr. 
Gilbert came from Baltimore to represent the Evan- 
gelical Association, and Mr. Abbott laid down his pen 
for a day, that by a run over into Jersey he might gain 
the inspiration for a genial article which has already 
appeared in Zhe Illustrated Christian Weekly. The bril- 
liant Mr. Crafts was there, and the Hon. J. M.S. Wil- 
liams, who, while a member of the last National Congress, 
maintained his religious character and Sunday-school 
position ; so, too, was Mr. John R Whitney, who takes 
delight in pointing out to his Episcopal brethren the 
excellence of the International lessons. And there was 
that choice spirit and royal worker, whom New York 
has lately brought from Canada, the Rev. Mr. Marling; 
and Rev. Mr. Greene from Western New York, who has 
accomplished more in norma!-class work in his own 
congregation than any other pastor of whom I know; 
and Mr. Ostrander, who knows all about the East, was 
there, and Mr, Presbrey, whose mission-school work is a 
glory amid the corruptions of the national capital, and 
Stout and Lippincott and Sherwin, who manage the New 
Jersey State Sunday School Association, and Mr. Barker, 
of the Brooklyn Sunday School Union, and Alfred Tay- 
lor, who with tongue and pen is a ready-worker, and 
Hon. Henry P. Haven, who gives his money and his 
labor to the cause of Christ, and last, though by no 
means least, either in physique, in courage or determina- 
tion, was William C. Van Meter, who is best described 
by words applied to another of our workers, as “an in- 
carnated steam engine,” setting in motion the press from 
which he turned off copies of the Word of God at the 
very doors of the Vatican, and who is scattering the 
leaves of our International lessons among the children 
of the Pope. Our genial friend, Edward Eggleston, 
though not personally present, criticized and joked both 
by letter and telegraph. 

Thus it will be seen, “the Congress” was no mean 
affair. If its numbers were not large, its opinions were 
entitled to consideration. In estimating the value of 
its utterances one cannot but be reminded of an excla- 
mation of that queer genius, John Randolph of Roan- 
oke, who when he had, at one time, lost a measure at. 
Washington, sprang to his feet, and, in his peculiar, 
shrill voice, cried, “‘ Mr. Speaker, if the vote had been 
weighed and not counted, the result would have been dif- 
ferent.” So don’t count the “ Plainfield Congress,” but 
weigh it, 

There were only three topics discussed. 1, The quali- 
fication, duties, and relations of the superintendent, 2. 
The distinguishing characteristics of the Sunday School 
Convention, Institute and Normal-class, 3. The In- 
ternational lesson system, its successes, defects, and ca- 
pabilities, 

The first was discussed by Dr. Lowry, in a manner 
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which Dr, Vincent declared the best he had ever heard. 
The discussion of the second topic resulted in a defini- 
tion greatly needed, that the Sunday-school convention 
is a body of Sunday-school workers recounting what has 
been done, and planning for further work, its main ob- 
ject being inspiration, or to use a word—attributed both 
to Methodist and Presbyterian coinage—“ arousement,” 
The institute is for the discussion of methods of work, 
with practical illustrations, while the normal-class is for 
study and preparing to teach. The course of study to 
embrace, as in the secular normal-school, both the sub- 
ject-matter to be taught and the methods of teaching. 

The discussion of the International lessons was the 
culminating point of interest in the Congress. Request 
had been made that objections to the system should be 
freely given to the meeting, either by letter or in person. 
So widely had this door been opened that it was said, 
in advance, the Congress was to be a convention of 
grumblers. The criticisms offered, some of them in the 
sessions and some of them out of it, may be classified 
as follows: 1. The lessons are too profound, 2, They 
are too simple. 

To these objections it was answered, the design is to 
arrange the lessons along the line of a golden mean, 80 
that they may furnish food for the profoundest thought 
and the most childish mind, just as, to use Mr. McOook’s 
famous illustration, you may make a broth for a babe 
and a roast fora man from the same joint of meat, 

3 The lessons are too fragmentary ; or, to use the pet 
word of one critic, too “scrappy,” leading, as he says, 
to a most “superficial” knowledge of the word of God. 
Only think, he says, of completing the life of such a 
man as David in ten or twelve lessons! Well, think of 
it. David anointed in his youth; David and Goliath ; 
David in the palace; David and Jonathan; David 
sparing Saul; Saul slain; David established king; David 
bringing the ark to Zion; God’s covenant with David; 
Absalom’s rebellion ; Absalom’s death; David’s charge 
to Solomon, with two or three lessons in the eclectic 
course for 1879, on David’s sin; David’s repentance, and 
David and the sweet singer of Israel; and will all this 
give a superficial view of David?- Under what system 
of lessons have the Sunday-schools of the whole land 
ever before given three or four months of study to this 
one single character? The fact is, there has never been 
so much real Bible study in our schools as now. That 
there are important omissions is admitted, but these are 
necessary that the work may be completed in the seven 
years to which the committee is limited. 

4. The lessons do not give sufficient scope to denomi- 
national systems of instruction. The catechism may be 
taught with the lessons; one Sunday in each quarter is 
left open for review or any subject to be selected by the 
school, besides all the denominationalism we ought to 
teach can be found in the lessons as we pass through the 
Bible from Genesis to Revelation. If not, we had better 
leave it out of our teaching. 

5. It is claimed that these Old Testament lessons are 
not fitted to produce direct spiritual results, To which it is 
answered, our schools, now studying the Old Testament, 
are full of inquirers and young converts—that, even as 
we write, a father comes in to speak of his son, now at 
school, to whom he has written, in a yearning spirit, the 
question brought out by last Sunday’s lesson, “Is the 
young man safe?” And from him there comes to-day 
the answer, “ Yes, he is safe!” 

6. The sharpest criticism was on the lesson commit- 
tee’s selection of golden texts. It was shown how this 
work, not at first contemplated, grew up. In the selec- 
tion of each lesson the committee ask, “ What does this 
teach?” And so it is the most natural thing in the 
world to suggest a passage of Scripture, which will in 
few words embody the thought. It was intimated that 
the makers of lesson helps could do this better than the 
committee, though it was not shown how uniformity 
could be in this way secured. And when the superior 
capabilities of the “ helpmakers” was under considera- 
tion, nothing but modesty kept the committee from sug- 
gesting that some of their own number are “help- 
makers” too; as, Mr. Jacobs, Mr. Tyler, Dr. Vincent 
and Dr. John Hall, and there are quite a number 
throughout the country who think they can do it toler- 
ably well. 

The evening lectures were the popular features of the 
Oongress. Drs. Sims, Hall, Seelye, Deems, and Hatfield 
were the speakers, and in each case the Bible was their 
theme. “The Bible and personal character;” “The Bible 
and modern doubt;” ‘‘The Bible and intellectual cul- 
ture;” “The Bible and natural science;” “The Bible 
and social problems.” The largest churches could not 
contain the throng who came to hear them, and overflow 


meetings were a necessity. 








The success of the enterprise was in no small degree 
owing to the spirit and temper of the Plainfield people. 
A modern essayist has said, “ There are churches in 
which there is a hearty atmosphere ; others in which 
there isa chilly atmosphere; others with a bitter, nar- 
row-minded, Pharisaic.” In Plainfield there is nothing 
of the latter. The Sunday-school atmosphere there is 
warm, sweet, and catholic. The whole town is enlivened 
by it. Even our friends who keep the seventh day are 
full of it—so full that they do their Sunday-school work 
one day in advance of us, or six days after, as the case 
may be; but, in either case, in a most thorough, hearty 
manner; while in all the denominations there is the 
sweetest spirit of rivalry in love and excellence. 

The general effect of the Congress was most salutary 
and inspiring. The cross of Christ was the centre round 
which all was gathered. To this we saw that all our 
studies, whether in the Old Testament or the New, are 
tending, and if these studies are drawing the world to 
the Redeemer, and drawing us nearer and nearer to each 
other, who can refuse to give thanks to God for the pri- 
vilege of sharing in a work so grand and glorious. 


FOREIGN SUNDAY-SCHOOL ASSOCI- 
ATION. 

HE March meeting of the Foreign Sunday-School 

Association was held on Thursday, March 2. The 
reports and letters from Sunday-school workers in 
foreign fields, were not lacking in their usual amount of 
interest. A large number of letters had been received 
during the past month. 


PORTUGAL. 


The Rev. R. Stewart, writing from Lisbon, relate: an 
interesting instance of the power of God’s grace, mani- 
fested in the conversion of an old woman ever eighty 
years of age. A native evangelist had been in the habit 
of visiting this woman, who was a bigoted Roman 
Catholic, with no result, All her relations were Protes- 
tants; but she showed only enmity to any form of 
religion, except that taught. her by the priests, and 
would leave the house during the reading of the Script- 
ures, Buta great change became evident in her con- 
dition, shown first by quiet listening to God’s word, and 
then by an eager acceptance of the truths. She believed 
in Christ. Soon after, she was taken ill; and a priest 
came to prepare her for death. On hearing of her 
change of belief, and above all, on finding a Bible in 
her possession, his wrath was great. The woman’s 
daughter attempted explanations; but the priest struck 
her with a cane which he carried ; so that she ran out of 
the house to seek assistance. When she returned the 
priest had gone. The mother died in great happiness 
and faith in Christ, with no desire for priestly interces- 
sions. 

SPAIN, 

Signor A. L. Empeytaz writes from Barcelona, of a 
flourishing Sunday-school of 300 children who attend 
regularly, except in winter. The Methodists and the 
Plymouth Brethren also have schools there ; and by all 
perfect religious liberty is enjoyed. In Barcelona they can 
teach and distribute papers or tracts unmolested. Country 
places are leas fortunate; the priests have more power 
there ; and, except in cities, it is almost impossible to 
establish Sunday-schools. There is a favorable opening 
for a Sunday-school at Taragona, a town of a hundred 
thousand inhabitants. The children in the school at 
Barcelona are much interested, and resist all efforts of 
the priests to get them away. Sunday-school papers, 
maps, and diagrams, are much needed for the prosecu- 
tion of the work. 

The Rey. Mr. Fliedner writes from Madrid to the 
Society, through Dr. Vincent, that no complete statis- 
tics regarding the Sunday-schools at that place can be 
furnished. Spanish Sunday-schools are necessarily 
different from English or American ones. Many of the 
children attending them have never before heard any 
portion of God’s Word; older people in the same state 
of ignorance are mingled with the children; indeed, 
some Sunday-schools are separately held for men and 
women. Under these disadvantages, into only one of 
the several schools has it been possible to introduce th 
American “group system,” that is, the plan of dividing 
the scholars into several classes, or groups, each under 
charge of a separate teacher. This school, which is con- 
nected with the oldest Protestant church in the city, has 
a band of young people, already sufficiently edacated in 
Scripture knowledge to instruct others, They have: 
teachers’ meetings every Friday. Papers and books for 


Sunday-schools are much needed, and could easily be 
printed there if the necessary funds were forthcoming. 
Cannot American children meet this want by general 
contributions ? 
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BRAZIL, 


A letter from Mrs, Lane, at Campinas, speaks of the 
great joy experienced by the missionaries in receiving 
books and papers needed for the prosecution of their 
work, They have there a large Bible-class, to which 
nearly all their church members belong, and for which 
Old Testament maps are much needed. In a neighbor- 
ing village, an old and intelligent church member spends 
much of his time in distributing such tracts and papers 
as are sent to him. 





ITALY. 


From Genoa, Mr, Matteo Prochet, the president of the 
Waldensian branch of the Protestant Church in Italy, 
writes of real improvements in the aspect of Sunday- 
school work in Italy. Deep foundations, he thinks, have 
been laid, and solid work done, destined to bear mu h 
fruit in the future. A paper called the Children’s Friend 
has a circulation of 7,000 copies, 2,000 of the subscribers 
being Catholics. 

G. Colombo sends from Taranto, a city situated upon 
the gulf of the same name, a description of the almost 
hopeless degradation of the people, and of the universal 
corruption of the priesthood. He describes their acts of 
worship as consisting of music, dancing, fireworks, 
drunkenness, and dishonesty, recalling the Bacchanalia 
of the Romans. Satan sbsorbs all acts of worship. The 
people, however, are willing to receive the light when 
presented to them. Many have been gained to Christ 
and his service. 

GERMANY. 

The German committee joyfully welcomed several new 
members who had volunteered for the work. A letter 
was read from Miss Laura Medern, at Mariensverder. 
They have at this place a Sunday-school of 200 children, 
with about 20 teachers. These try to keep an eye on the 
elder children, who have left the school and entered 
service; and the writer, who bas for some years con- 
ducted a sewing-class for poor girls, has great opportuni- 
ties for doing this. It is difficult to retain influence over 
this class of children, as their employers disregard all 
religious observances, especially profaning the Sabbath, 
on which day they will not spare their servants to attend 
Sunday-school. 

From Langenhain, Mrs. Goetz, the wife of the clergy- 
man, writes of a school of 96 children. These pupils are 
divided inte two classes, one class including children 
from five to nine years old, taught by her daughter; 
another class from nine to fourteen years of age she 
teaches herself. The older confirmed youth are taught 
by her husband. No other teachers are accessible, ex- 
cept one young lady who teaches singing. Two years 
ago these pupils were rough, and inattentive, now they 
listen with deep interest. 

From Hirschberg, Mrs. Van Gersdorf writes of a 
school, established a year ago with but six children, and 
now numbering 200, a large proportion being boys: 
there are only seven teachers, none of whom are males. 
An infant school was attempted, but was opposed, as the 
entire work is, by many there. 

HUNGARY, 

The Rev. Mr, Allen, in writing from Buda Pest, speaks 
of three conventions held by the Sunday-school teachers 
in Pesth and Neu Pest during the past year. At these 
meéetings, matters of general interest to Sunday-schools 
were discussed, addresses were made, and officers elected 
for the ensuing year. Mr. Allen incloses “a year’s re- 
port of Sunday-schools in Hungary,” from the general 
superintendent, the Rev. Mr. Wagner. “The general 
superintendence held two sessions, one on April 3, the 
other on December 10. It was resolved that in the 
Sunday-school every four to six weeks, there should be 
a repetition of the Bible passages already committed to 
memory (this has been done, to the great benefit both of 
teachers and pupils). There was discussion upon the 
issue of a Sunday-school paper in the Hungarian lan- 
guage. A number of hymns have been already trans- 
lated into Hungarian, and printed in a small book called 
Zion’s Harp. These are much needed in country places 
where the children do not speak German; as most of 
those in the cities do. In May or June all the children 
have a rural feast. Christmas was universally observed 
in the Sunday-schools. The conductors of outlying 
schools are requested to send in quarterly reports to the 
general superintendence. The secretary answers each ; 
there is thus maintained a close connection of the schools, 
and a mutual stirring up in the work and prayer for one 
another.” Extracts follow from letters received from 
schools at Pressburg, Cronstadt, Hermannstadt, and 
Clausenburg, which describe them as progressing well. 
A plan is inclosed of a Sunday-school building, which it 
is proposed to erect for the largest Sunday-school in Pesth. 
A summary of schools, at and near this place, gives the 
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statistics of six schools, containing 336 scholars, 153 of 
whom are boys and 183 girls. In all these schools there 
are but 22 classes. 
From another source we hear of schools at Alsofen, 
Great Salonta, and Newsatz. 
FRANCE, 


A letter from Mr. Weiss, at Boulogne-sur-Seine, de- 
scribes the Sunday-school as the most satisfactory part 
of his work at that place. The children are much inter- 
ested, and some, even of Roman Catholic parents, will 
take their first communion with the Protestant church. 

DENMARK. 

The Rev. Mr. Ryding, a missionary at Copenhagen, 
writes of the interest his Sunday-school children have 
taken in the heathen mothers of whom he read to them— 
who kill their babies. A number of them have collected 
800 of their little coins, to help to send Bibles, to teach 
them to do better. It took all of these coins to purchase 
a gold dollar; which will be sent to Miss Brittain. A 
Sunday-school banner sent by some friends in New York 
was the first thing of the kind ever seen in Denmark. 

INDIA, 

An interesting letter from Miss Harriet G. Brittain, at 
Calcutta, tells of the formation of the first native Sun- 
day-school ever carried on at that place. Sunday and 
mission-schools have for some years been in operation 
among the English population. Books and Sunday- 
school papers, in Bengalee, are in great demand for this 
work among native children. They know nothing of 
music or singing, so that hymns would be of little avail. 
It is only the dancing girls in India who sing. This 
school will accomplish great good, it is hoped, among the 
natives. 





IN PROSPECT. 


HE Sunday School Association of Bureau County, 
Illinois, holds its meeting at Princeton, May 23-25. 


Vigo County, Indiana, holds its second annual Sun- 
day-school convention at Terra Haute, on Tuesday, 
May 2. ’ 


During the union revival work in St. Louis, Mo., 
for the last three months, the teachers have omitted 
their monthly meetings. Upon April 4, this gathering 
will be resumed in the First Congregational Church, 
corner of Tenth and Locust Streets, and will be held 
regularly thereafter upon the first Tuesday evening of 
each month, 


Texas is receiving another shaking under the efforts of 
the famous Paxsons, both father and son now being in 
that broad field, working for the Sunday-school cause. 
Their appointments for district conventions are as fol- 
lows: Hvcuston, March 31, April 1, 2; Austin, April 4, 
5; Marshall, April 6, 7, 8; Crockett, April 10, 11; 
Palestine, April 12; Shreveport, La., April 13, 14, 15; 
winding up with a grand state convention at Dallas, 
April 18, 19, 20. 


The Tenth State Sunday School Convention (bien- 
nial), under the auspices of the Connecticut Sunday 
School Teachers’ Association, will be held at Winsted, 
Litchfield Oounty, June 6, 7, and 8, 1876. Plans are 
maturing for making this convention one of the best 
ever held in the state. Experienced and efficient lea- 
ders have already been engaged to participate in the 
meetings of the convention, and in due time a pro- 
gramme will be published which will commend itself 
to the Sunday-school workers of the state. 


“Bulletin No. 2,” of the Sunday School Assembly of 
the Northwest, is issued. It announces with commend- 
able particularity and clearness, the committees in 
charge of the various departments, with their respective 
duties. Twelve lessons are in course of preparation 
which will be printed and sent beforehand to those pro- 
posing to attend the Assembly, so as to secure previous 
preparation upon one important line of topics. The list 
is as follows: (1.) Israel in Egypt. (2.) Israel in the 
wilderness. (3) Israel in the promised land—offen- 
sive. (4.) Israel in the promised land—defensive. (5.) 
Israel’s shepherd king. (6.) Israel’s last king. (7.) 
The River Jordan. (8.) Offerings of the Jews under the 
Mosaic Law. (9) The world as known to the Hebrews. 
(10.) The Church—Sunday-school: Its relation to the 
temperance cause, (11.) A practical lesson.—No. 1. 
(12) A practical lesson.—No. 2. Two well-arranged 
lecture courses are announced, the one purely practical, 





the other literary, biblical, and normal, A strong force 
of teachers and lecturers is announced. Those desiring 


further information, and a copy of “Bulletin No. 3,” 
when it shall be issued, are requested to write to J. R. 
Berry, Oor. Sec., Waterloo, Iowa. 


The preliminary bulletin of The Centennial Sunday 
School Assembly, to be held at Ocean Grove, N. J., July 
22-30, is now issued. Its chief points are as follows: 


The design of the Assembly is the cementing of fraternal 
union among the workers of all evangelical denominations, 
the discussion of the needs, interests, and methods of Sunday- 
school work, and a brief but thorough and comprehensive 
course of normal instruction. The normal department 
will be under the direction of the Rev. Dr. J. H. Vincent. 
Frank Beard will give his inimitable “ Chalk Expositions.” 
The department of Oriental Illustration will be under the 
charge of Rev. J. S. Ostrander, who will exhibit and explain 
Scriptural archeology and customs, by beautiful and exten- 
sive illustrative appliances, including large models of Pales- 
tine, Jerusalem, Tabernacle, Beautiful Gate, etc. A museum 
under the direction of J. C. Middleton, Esq., will contain 
specimens of all that is now desirable or valuable in Sunday- 
school appliances, furnished by the publishing houses of all 
denominations. The music will be under the direction of 
Prof. Wm. F. Sherwin. Ample arrangements are made for 
the comfortable entertainment of all who may participate. 
Full board can be obtained in hotels and boarding houses at 
from $9 to $12; in cottage at from $7 to $8. Frequent trains 
will be run to Long Branch, Squan, and adjacent stations on 
the shore. Tents, on application to the committee, at very 
low rates. Ample time will be allowed each day for ocean 
bathing, etc. No charge will be made for admission to any 
of the public exercises or normal-classes. To defray ex- 
penses a slight charge will be made for admission to the tent 
of illustrative instruction. 

The close connection of Ocean Grove by rail with Phila- 
delphia and New York will make it accessible not only to- 
those who can give it their whole time, but to workers who 
can come only fora day or two. For further information 
address Prof. Wm. F. Sherwin, Newark, N. J. 





BOOKS AND WRITERS. 


en 


APRIL MAGAZINES. 


N Harper’s Magazine Mr. Benson J. Lossing starts a 
new series of papers, to be called The Romance of 

the Hudson. Mr. Lossing, as everybody knows, is an 
indefatigable and judicious delver in historic fields, and 
one who has the exceptional advantage of being both 
an author and an artist. He lives up the Hudson and 
knows the river thoroughly, and the series is sure to be 
entertaining and valuable. Its first paper deserves both 
adjectives. Prof. Samuel Lockwood’s second article on 
the microscope is rather more popular and interesting 
than was the first. The pictures of certain chignon 
growths will terrify the ladies. St. Johnland, a paper 
by Dr. Samuel Osgood, pleasantly describes the ven- 
erable Dr. Muhlenberg’s excellent charities on Long 
Island. The article closes with a bit of personal lauda- 
tion of the Harpers, which is perfectly deserved, but 
seems dragged in by the ears, 8. S, Conant, the editor 
of Harper's Weekly, gives a clear and full summary of 
American art progress for the last hundred years ;. Con- 
stance F. Woolson, one of the most promising of our 
younger writers, contributes a story, Old Gardiston ; and 
A Faded Giove, a poem by Celia Thaxter, although old 
in idea, is pleasant in execution. Better than any of 
the other articles, and better, on some accounts, than 
those we have mentioned, is Mrs, R, H. Davis’s delight- 
ful paper on Oid Philadelphia, Some of the pictures, 
notably that of the Swedes’ Church, are excellently 
drawn and engraved. The Church of the World, an 
unpublished poem by Lord Houghton, is heralded with 
some flourish of trumpets, but from any other pen would 
attract no special attention. 

In Scribner's Monthly is presented the fourth of the 
magazine’s capital series on American colleges, Yale 
being the one described. Prof. Henry A. Beers, one of 
the youngest of the Yale faculty, writes the article, and 
packs into it much history and some gossip. The pic- 
tures are of varying excellence, but some are very good 
indeed. The portraits of Presidents Porter and Wool- 
sey will please every Yale man, and so will Farnham 
College, the South Coliege pump, and the Art School, 
Ooming from Prayers, and Presentation Day are mere 
fancy sketches, and make Yale studeuts rather more 
shabby, knock-kneed, and rowdyish than we have found 
them to be. In some instauces the connection between 
text and pictures is rather remote. Clarence Cook pre- 
sents another of his queer and rambling, but very val- 
uable articles on house furnishing. Very goed is an 
article on Jules Janin, the French critic, and good, too, 





is Martin A. Howell, Jr.’s, effort to show the probability 
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that there is a subterranean outlet to 
the upper lake region. Poe, Irving, Haw- 
horne, by G. P. Lathrop, sneers at Irving, 
in order to laud Hawthorne. 

All the Smiths will enjoy Col. Nicholas 
Smith’s jovial essay on The Inconvenience 
of being named Smith, in The Galaxy, 
and the rest of the world will also like the 
article, Col. Smith is a son-in-law of the 
late Horace Greeley, and is a good writer. 
Provencal Song will interest those who 
have followed Harriet W. Preston in her 
detours through new and attractive lit- 
erary fields; and Lawrence Barrett’s des- 
cription of a last summer’s visit to the 
Nevada silver mines is readable. Richard 
Grant White’s essay on the way Ameri- 
cans speak English is rather narrow and 
surly. 

St. Nicholas, we are glad to see, is get- 
ting to be popular in England, and we 
congratulate our young British cousins on 
being able to borrow a magazine better 
than any of theirown. The April num- 
ber is full of good articles and attractive 
pictures, including papers on the Centen- 
nial buildings, the New York Newsboys’ 
Home (by Mr. Brace), and Gilbert Stuart, 
the painter. 

Wide Awake has an attractive appear- 
ance, and is quite up toits standard. Miss, 
Farman writes entertainingly herself, and 
presents to her readers a goodly number 
of other writers for the young folks, 


Bible Word-Book, By William Swin- 
ton. New York: Harper & Brothers.— 
Some words in the Bible have gone wholly 
out of use, and others are now employed 
with different meanings. Of both these 
classes, however, there are only some three 
hundred, The present very elegantly 
printed little book is a dictionary of such 
words, in which their meaning is ex- 
plained very succinctly and clearly. As 
a hand-book for Sunday-schcol teachers 
it will be constantly useful, and the older 
pupils will likewise profit by its employ- 
ment as a modest but complete work of 
reference. Prof. T. J. Conant revised the 
sheets and introduces the volume with a 
brief preface. (For sale by J. B. Lippin- 
cott & Oo.) 


PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED. 


{All books .eceived will be promptiy noticed under 
tow beso. ».1Le interests of our readers will guide us 
in mek ng furtl.er notice.) 


THE VEstT-POCKET SERIES. Vols. 9-12. The Vision 
of Sir Launfal, by James Russe!l Lowell; A 
Christmas Carol, by Charles Dickens; Lady Ger- 
aldine’s Courtship, by Elizabeth Barrett Brown- 
ing; The Deserted Village,and The Traveler, by 
Oliver Goldsmith. Each illustrated. Price 5v 
cents. Boston: James R. Osgood & Co. For sale 
by Porter & Coates. 


WELLS OF Baca; or, solaces of the Christian 
mourner, and other thoughts on bereavement. 
By the Rev. J. R. Macduff, D.D. New York: 
Robert Carter & Brothers. For sale by the Pres- 
byterian Board of Publication. 


ANIMAL PARASITES AND MESSMATES. By P. J. Van 
Beneden. With eighty-three illustrations. (Vol. 
19 of The International Scientific aeie New 
York: D. Appleton & Co. For sale by Claxton, 
Remsen & Haffelfinger. 


NoTEs, EXPLANATORY AND FRACTICAL, on the gen- 
eral epistles of James, Peter, John, and Jude, 
By Albert Barnes. Revised edition. New York: 
Baye & Brothers. For sale by J. B. Lippincott 

0. 

Hints ON BIBLE MARKING. By Mrs. Stephen Men- 
zies. Preparatory note by D. L. Moody. Price 
15 cents. New York: Anson D. F. Randolph & 

Co. Forsale by Garrigues Brothers. 


BESSIE AND HER SPANISH FRIENDS: a story of the 
Bible in Spain. By the author of Faithful But 
Not Famous, ete. New York: Nelson & Phillips. 
For sale by Perkenpine & Higgins. 


SIGHTS AND INSIGHTS: Patience Strong’s story of 
overthe way. By Mrs. A. D. T. Whitney. 2 vols. 
12mo. Price $3.00. Boston: James R. Osgood & 
Co. For sale by Porter & Coates. 


CARTER QUARTERMAN. A novel. By William M. 
Baker. Illustrated by Elias J. Whitney. Price 
75 cents. New York: Harper & Brothers. For 
sale by J. B. Lippincott & Co. 


THE Squire's Lecacy. A novel. By Mary Cecil 
Hay, (Library of Select Novels, No 455.) Price 
75 cents. New York: Harper & Brothers. For 
sale by J. B. Lippincott & Co. 


LITTLE GRAVES. Choice selections of poetry and 
pees With an introduction by J. G, Holland. 
New York: Nelson & Phillips. For sale by 
Perkenpine & Higgins. 

ROBINSON CRUSOE's MONEY. By David A. Wells. 
Illustrated by Thomas Nast. Frice 50 cents, 
New York: Harper & Brothers, For sale by J, 
B. Lippincots & Co. 

THE Two Propiaats. By the Rev. Marvin R. Vin- 
cent, D.D, Price 20cents, New York; Anson D, 
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Whatever is worth learning is worth reviewing. 


ALAN 


Reviewing tests 


and fastens what is learned. 


REVIEW CHART. 


To aid superintendents in conducting the quarterly review, the 
Review Chart, prepared by John B. Smith for Toe ScHorars’ Quar 
TERLY, is printed separately, on large strong sheets (34 by 5 feet), in 
type sufficiently large to be seen across any Sunday-school room. 

This chart will be sent, postpaid, on receipt of 50 cents. 
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The Responsive Review Exercise published in Tax Scuonars’ 
QUARTERLY is also published in sheet form, for use in the Sunday- 
school, either as an opening exercise, week by week, or as a quarterly 


review exercise in connection with the Review Chart. 


This exercise 


contains responsive readings on the lessons of the quarter; also an 
outline plan of the Chart, with questions thereon. 


Price per 100 copies, 75 cents. 
Address 


Che Sunday School Cines. 


JOHN D. WATTLES, 


Business Manager, 


610 CHESTNUT STREET, PHILADELPHIA. 





F. Randolph &Co. For sale by Garrigues Bro- 
thers. 


THE CLERGYMAN IN Hts Home. An address to the 
candidates for holy orders. By the Rev. E. H. 
Bickersteth, M.A. New York: E. P. Dutton & 
Co. 


CHRISTIE'S OLD ORGAN; or, “ Home, Sweet Home.” 
New York: Robert Carter & Brothers. For sale 
by the Presbyterian Board of Publication. 


DAIsy BRENTWELL. By Irene Widdemer. 
$1.75. New York: G, P. Putnam’s Sons. 
sale by Claxton, Remsen «& Haffelfinger. 


STORIES OF THE PATRIARCHS. By O. B. Frothing- 
ham. Price $1.00. New York: G. P. Putnam’s 
Sons. Forsale by J. B. Lippincott & Co. 


CoMIN’ THRO’ THE RYE. A novel. Price, 75 cents. 
New Yurk: D. Appleton & Co. For sale by 
Claxton, Remsen «& Haffelfinger. 


Price, 
For 


THE WATCH TOWER IN THE WILDERN}SS. By Anna 
Shipton. Price, cloth, 8 cents. New York: T. 
Y. Crowell. 


WuHy WE LauGH. By Samuel S. Cox. New York: 
Poe & Brothers. For sale by J. B. Lippincott 
¢ Co. 


THE PARISH OF FatR HAVEN. i 
ton Milier. Chicago: The Union Book Concern. 

JESSIE IN SWITZERLAND. New York: Nelson & 
Phillips. For sale by Perkenpine & Higgins. 


ENGLISH ALICE. New York: Nelson & Phillips. 
For sale by Perkenpine & Higgins. 


By Emily Hunting- 





BUSINESS DEPARTMENT. 


THE editor of The Christian Giver says 
he has found Companion to the Bible, pub- 
lished by the American Tract Society, 
very serviceable to students and young 
men of intelligence who inquire about 
the Bible and its claims as the word of 
God. Send to H. N. Taissell, 1512 Chest- 
nut Street, Phila., if your bookseller does 
not have it. Puxice, $1.75; postage, 30c. 








DWELLINGS MADE COMFORTABLE AND 
sAFE.—‘“‘The Improved Low Pressure 
Steam Warming and Ventilating Appa- 
ratus erected by you in my dweljing has 
practically fulfilled all you guaranteed in 
its behalf. The quantity of heat, direct 
or indirect, is effectual ; while the quali:y 
thereof is a vast improvement on my expe- 
rience with hot-air furnaces. 

“R, 8. McKEE, 
“ Indianapolis, Ind. 

“To Crane, Breed & Co , Cincinnati, O 

“ January 20, 1876.” 





TESTED BY TIME —For Throat Diseases, 
Colds, and Coughs, “Brown’s Bronchial 
Troches” have proved their efficacy by a 
test of many years. 


SPECIAL NOTICES. 

Drs. STRONG’S REMEDIAL INSTITUTE, Saratoga 
Springs, N. Y., has Turkish, Russian Sulphur, Hy- 
dropathic, and Electro-Thermal Baths Equalizer 
and other facilities for the cure of Nervous, Lung, 
Female. and Chronic Diseases. For full particu- 
lars, send for circular. 





To CONSUMPTIVES.—Wilbor’s Cod Liver Oil and 
Lime has now been before the public for ten years, 
and has steadily grown into favor and apprecia- 
tion. This could not be the case unless the prepa- 
ration was of undoubted and high intrinsic value. 
The combination of the Phosphate of Lime with 
pure Cod Liver Oil, as prepared by Dr. Wilbor, has 
produced a new phase in the treatment of Con- 
sumption and all diseases of the Lungs. This arti- 
cle can be taken by the most delicate invalid with- 
out creating the disgusting nausea which is such a 
prominent objection to the Cod Liver Oil when 
taken without Lime. This preparation is pre- 
scribed by the regular faculty, and sold by the pro- 
| i ane . B. Wilbor, Chemist, Boston, and by 

ruggists generally. . 


MAGIC LANTERN SLIDE 


FOR THE 


International §. S. Lessons, 


Specially jeopered with LECTURES and EX- 
PLANATIONS. Iuclude Hymns, Readings, 
Golden Texts, exquisite and gene illustrations. 
Best quality. Each Quarter, 50 slides, $25. sets 
for first snd second quarter now ready; other two 
in preparation. Full catalogue free. Address, 


BENERMAN & WILSON, 
Publishers, and Largest Slide Dealers in America, 
No. 116 SW, Seventh Street, Philn. 


Pleasant and Profitable Employment 

“ Beautiful!” “Charming!” ‘Oh, how iovely!”’ 
“What are they worth,” etc. Such are the excla- 
mations of those who see the laf®e, elegant new 
chromos produced by the European and American 
Chromo Publishing Co. Every one will want 
them. It requires no talking to sell the pictures, 
they speak for themselves. Canvassers, agents, 
and led:es and gentlemen out of employment, will 
find this the best opening ever offered to make 
money. For full particulars, send stamp for confi- 
dential circular. Address, F. GLEASON & CO., 
738 Washington Street, Boston, Mass. 
ELOCUTION >veine CENTENNIAL 

. D ‘ 
National School of ELOUUTION and ORATORY. 
84518 ¢hestmat &t.. Phiinda. 

Fer Clergymen, Lawyers, Tcachers, Business 
men, and all classes of advanced Students. Atten- 
tion to Conversation and Oratory, as well as to Vo- 
cal Culture, Reading and Recitation. Chartered 
March, 1875. Grents diplomas. Both ftexes ad- 
mitted. Spring term opens April 24. Summer term 
opens July 3. Send for catalogue. J. W. SHOE- 

Ek, A.M., Principal, 


eae 
THE SCHOLARS’ QUARTERLY. 








O CENTS EACH. 


The low price of the 
Scholars’ Quarterly 
(20c. a year) makes 
each number cost but 
five cents. Now is a 
good time to supply 
schools or classes. Sub- 
scribe for one year or 
three months. See 
special advertisement 
elsewhere. 


NEW PUBLICATIONS. 


A.L.0. E. LIBRARY. 


Now Complete—55 volumes, 18 mo., in 
Mice silk cloth ita a neat 
wooden case, $40.00. 





Duncan Matheson, the Scottish Evangelist......$1 25 
Gates of Praise. By J. R. Macduff, D D........... 


The Story of the Apostles. By the Author of 
the “ Peep Of Day ”....ccccccccccrcccrssccosees eessone 1 


Haunted Rooms. A Tale. By A. L. O, E....... 
Hebrew Heroes. A Tale. By A. L. O. E....006 75 
The Golden Fleece. A Tale. By A.L.O.E... 75 
Lilies and Thistledown. By Julia A. Mathews 1 25 





Wells of Baca. By J. R. Macduff, D.D............ 50 
Little Jack’s Four Lessons. By Miss Anna 
WEE? oncccccee cccccces sesccessesccesovcoscessotoos eoccecees 50 
Christie’s Old Organ. Three cuts. 50 
Comfort Strong. By the Author of “ Win 
GOT ”” ..ccccccoccccsccocesistedbboesscstsecsoneueceecdboossees 12 
The Mariners Progress; or, Captain Chris- 
tian’s Voyage to the Promi Land. By 
Rev. D. MacCgregor..........-ssereresessersescseserees 1 25 
Dr. Guthrie’s Autobiography. 2 volls.............. 4 00 
Forty Years in the Turkish Empire: A Me- 
moir of Dr. Goodell. By Dr. Prime........... 2 50 
All About Jesus. By Rev. Alex. Dickson........ 2 00 
D’Aubigne’s History in the Time of Calvin. 
GF Wali sencecacnescosedbsisscusnenvicdsecsansetsaienmenignanes 12 00 


The Say and Do Series. By Miss Warner. 
Being Stories on the Lord’s Prayer. 6 vols. 7 50 


Miss Ashton’s Girls. By Miss Mathews. 6 vols. 7 50 
Hugh Miller’s Works and Life. 12 vols...........18 00 
Ryle’s Notes on the Gospels. 7 VOIS..........-s:+00 10 50 





ROBERT CARTER & BROTHER:, 
530 Broadway, N. Y. 


od 2 
inety-And-Nine, 
By Mr. IRA D. SANEKEV. 
Arranged with accompaniment for the Piano and 
Organ. This beautiful sacred solo has been wonder- 
fully blessed, and thousands will be glad to get it in 
this form. Ask for “ Author’s Edition of the Ninety- 
and-nine.” Sent | mail on receipt of 35 cents. 
BIGLOW & MAIN, 76 East Ninth Street, New York. 
For Sale also at the Music Stores. 


DRY GOODS. 











PRICE & WOOD 


SPECIALTIES 


ilies 


White Goods, Hamburg Edgings, 
Flonncings and Insertings. 


RUFFLINGS, PUFFINGS & TUCKINGS, 
Ladies & Gents’ Linen Handkerchiefs 


BARGAINS IN 7°45 HE, NarEm, 


o» 597° DRESS GOODS. 
Sheeting and Shirting Muslins at 
the very Lowest Prices. 


N. W. Cor. 8th & Filbert Sts. 


PHILADELPHIA. 


BUCKEYE BELL FOUNDRY. 
Established in 1837. 

Superior Bells of Copper and Tin, mounted 
with the best Rotary Hangings, for Churches, 
Schools, Farms, Factories, Comrt- , Fire 
Alarms, Tower Clocks, etc. Puly Warranted, 

Lilustrated Catalogue sent Free. 


Vanduzen & Tit, 102 & 104 E. Second St.,Cia. 
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THE SCHOLARS’ QUARTERLY. 


IT COSTS | 


but five cents for each 
scholar, to supply 
schools or classes with 
The Scholars’ Quar- 
terly for three 
months. The Second 
Quarter contains the 
lessons for April, May 
and June. Try it. See 
full advertisement 
clsewhere. 


AGEN1’S WANTED. 


d % 1 h 
Of to $20 Fe Boe Sones woe 
O12 06S thd oe 
wee CARDS Perse te 


S77 & week to Agents, old and young, male and 
female, in their locality. Terms and outft free. 
Address, P.O. Vickery & Co., Augusta, Maine. 


$42 A WEEK. Agents wanted everywhere. 


Business permanent and first-class. For 
WORK AND, MONEY, st tion 
ple of paper superbly illustrated with choice Moss- 








further pecuoular address, 

J. KENNEDY & CO., Richmond, Indlana. 
carries eve ing before it. Our premiums beat the 
world. Don't be idle a day. Particulars free. Sam- 
rose Cross, 10 Cents. J. LATHAM & CO., 419 Wash- 
ington Street, Boston, Mass, 


THE BIBLE ILLUMINATED! — 


AGENTS! We have in press, two most RARE 
1 + AND VALUABLE RELIGIOUS WORKS, for 
which we want nts. Circulars with full descrip- 
tion, sent free. Few such chances offer to do good 
and make moet. Address, at point nearest you, 
AMERICAN PUBLISHING COMPANY, Hartford, 
Ct., Cincinnati, O., or Chicago, Il. 


FREE T 


0 Philadelphia t, 88 U8: 


for all sum- 
. From any point in U. 8. east of Utah. 
AGENTS Above R. R. Ticket (it also ad- 
mits to Centennial Grounds) 
$10 cash a dey eesily qqrned cenvessing 
our r, pic can do it. 
Particular { cea” Send address on postal ; 
To receive copy of paper also, send 6 cts. Ad- 
: Tae Iw TED WEEKLY, 
No, 11 Dey S5t., New York, 





















NeW BOOK FOR THE 1,000,000 
UR WESTERN BORDER 
ne Hundred Years Ago. 

A Graphic History of the Heroic wh of Ameri- 
can Border Life. Its thrilling conflicts of Red and 
White foes. Exciting Adventures, Captivities, For- 
ays, Scouts, Pioneer women and boys. Indian war- 

Camp life and Sports. A book for Old and 
Vouns. Nota dull page. No competition. Enor- 
mous sales. Agents wanted everywhere. Circulars 
free Address, J. C. McCURDY & CO., 26 S. Seventh 
Street, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 


The GREATEST NKLLING CENTENNIAL BOOK is 


an SOE - Fel ert S 
NuNTRY ahESOuRCEY. 
As it was and is, treating of our history and gov- 
ernment, varied soil and climate, vast mountains, 
lakes. rivers, t cities and manufactures, wealth 
in minerals, Internal improvements, free schools, 
wonderful achievements, agriculture, commerce 
finances, curiosities, etc. A splendid view ot 
this mighty Yankee nation, richly illus- 
trated. Nothing like it extant. Large size, low 
price. Agents wanted quickly, Terms easy. Ad- 
dress, HUBBARD BROS., 723 Sansom street, Phila, 





MISCELLANEOUS: 


~The choicest in the world—Importers’ 
rices—Largest Com in America— 

ple SSacle-—pleases everybody— e continu- 
ally increasi Agents wanted everywhere—best 
inducements, don’t waste time—send for Circular to 
ROB’T WELLS, 43 Vesey St., N. Y. P. O. Box 1287. 


MODEL PRESS 


do all your own Printing. 










wo $35. 
WORLD 
cos Men 
and Young Prin 
Thousands in use. Send two 8 
cent stamps for a profusely illus. 
trated 60 page ta lo; and 
Price List, entitled, * Hew te 
Print.” J.W. Davenavay & 
» Co., Mfrs. and Dealers in Ty 
and Printing Material, 434 & 43 
Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


10 PER CENT. NET. 


Improved Farm First Mortgage Coupon Bonds Guar- 
anteed. We loan not to exceed one-third of the 
value ascertained by personal inspection. In many 
ears’ business have never lost a dollar. We pay the 
nterest promptly semi-annually in New York. No 
customer of ours ever waited a day for insozent, not 
even during the hardest time thal Kansas is li ely 

ever to see. Her prosperity is now for . Sen 
nces in every State in the Union, 

J. B. WATKINS 4 CO., Lawrence, Kansas. 

#@-Collections throughout the West a specialty. 





PUBLISHER’S DEPARTMENT. 


TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION. 


(PAYABLE IN ADVANCE.) 





ee 


THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL TIMES. 


From I to 14 copies, - «- - $2.15 each. 
* 15 to 20 - 1.90 id 
30 copies and upwards, - 1.65 os 


To Pastors and Superintendents, who at the time 
of making their subscription, state that they are 
such, $1.65 each. 

(Which includes 15 cents for postags.) 


ooo 


Subscriptions will be received for any portion of 
&@ year at yearly rates. 

Additions may be made to aclub at club rates 
only during the month in which it is formed. 


Subscribers asking to have the direction of a 
paper changed should be careful to name not only 
the post-office to which they wish it sent, but also 
the one to which it has been sent. All addresses 
should include both county and state. 

Any person writing to renew either a single or 
club subscription, in connection with which his 
name has not before been known to the publishers, 
will please give the name of the person to whom 
the paper or papers have heretofore been sent. 

Subscribers wishing to introduce THE Timzs to 
their friends can have specimen copies sent free 
from this office to any address. 


Now that the date of expiration is plainly prnied on 
the yellow address label of each paper or package of 
papers, it will be necessary for all subscribers lo renew 
promplly by the time thus designated or their paper wil 
be discontinued, 





THE SUPERINTENDENT'S PAPER $ .60. 


This paper is designed to supply superintendents 
with helps,in the line of their special work, to 
which teachers and scholars have not access. It is 
published monthly, and will be sent, on receipt of 
its price, only to subscribers of THE SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Times who are pastors or superintendents, and who, 
when ordering it, slate that they are such. 


If a superintendent, who is a subscriber of THE 
Times, desires the help of THk SUPERINTENDENT'S 
Paper, for any member of his school—for example, 
an assistant superintendent or infant-class teacher 
—he can multiply copies of the PaPER accordingly, 
to his own address, on payment of the subscription 
price; provided that such extra PaPERs go only to 
subscribers of THE TIMES, 


Orders for this PAPER can be filled, only when com- 


tng direct from superintendents or pastors who are sub 
scribers of THE TIMES, 





THE WEEKLY LESSON LEAF, 


100 Copies, one month, . . 8 60 
100 - one year, - - 7.20 
Less than 100 copies at same rate. 


THE SCHOLARS QUARTERLY. 


100 Copies, three months, - - $ 5.00 
100 ad ome year, - - = = 20.00 
Less than 100 copies at same rate. 





ADVERTISING RATES. 


Ordinary Advertisements: Per line (12 lines 


to an inch), for each insertion, 25 Cts. 
Special Notices: Per line (as above), - 30 Cts. 
Reading Matter: Per line (leaded), - - 50 Cts. 


DISCOUNTS on the above rates as follows: 
5 per cent, on 4 insertions, 


10 * “ “ 8 “ 
6b “ “ “ 18 “ 
0 * “ “ 9 “ 
6 “ “ 52 “ 


a@-Copy for Advertisements must be on hand by 
Saturday of the week preceding their issue. 


—— 


Letters concerning Subscriptions or Advertise- 
ments should be addressed to 


JOHN D. WATTLES, 
Business Manager, 
610 CHESTNUT ST.,, 
PHILADELPHIA. 





The New Yor« Orriceg is at the Sunday School 
Teachers’ Reading Room, 304 Fourth Avenue, Y. 
M.C. A. Building. 

KB. P. WaLLINe, Agent. 





WORTH REPEATING. 


A HOME. 
[Susan Coolidge, in The Independent. } 
weet isahome? A guarded space 
Wherein a few, unfairly blest 
Shall sit together, face to face, 
And bask and purr and be at rest ? 





Where cushioned walls rise up between 
Its inmates and the common air, 

The common pain, and pad and screen 
From blows of Fate or winds of care? 


Where Art may blossom strong and free, 
And Pleasure furl her silken wing, 
And every laden moment be 
A precious and peculiar thing? 


And past and future, softly veiled 
In hiding mists, shall float and lie 
Forgotten half, and nnassailed 
By either Hope or Memory. 


While the luxurious Present weaves 
Her perfumed spells untried, untrue, 
Broiders her garments, heaps her sheaves, 
All for the pleasure of a few ? 


Can it be this—the longed-for thing 
Which wanderers on the restless foam, 

Unsheltered beggars, birds on wing, 
Aspire to, dream of, christen ‘‘ Home”? 


No. Art may bloom, and peace and bliss ; 
Grief may refrain and Death forget ; 
But if there be no more than this 
The soul of home is wanting yet. 


Dim image from far glory caught, 
Fair type of fairer things to be, 
The true home rises in our thought 

As beacon for all men to see. 


its lamps burn freely in the night ; 
Its fire-glows unchidden shed 

Their cheering and abounding light 
On homeless folk uncomforted. 


Each sweet and secret thing within 
Gives out a fragrance on the air— 

A thankful breath, sent forth to win 
A little smile from others’ care. 


The few, they bask in closer heat ; 
The many catch the further ray. 

Life higher seems. the world more sweet, 
And hope and Heaven less far away. 


So the old miracle anew 
Is wrought on earth and proved good, 
And crumbs apportioned for a few, 
God-blessed, suffice a multitude. 





REVIVALS AND EVANGELISTS. 
{Dr. Holland, in Scribner’s for April.] 


EVIVALS seem to have become a 
part of the established policy of 
nearly the whole Christian Church. The 
Catholics have their ‘‘ missions,” the Epis- 
copalians have their regular special sea- 
sons of religious devotion and effort, while 
the other forms of Protestantism look to 
revivals, occasionally appearing, as the 
times of general awakening and general 
ingathering. Regular church life, family 
culture, Sunday-schools and even regular 
mission work seem quite insufficient for 
aggressive purposes upon the world. We 
do not propose to question this policy, 
though the time will doubtless come, in 
the progress of Christianity, when it will 
be forgotten. We have only to say a 
word in regard to the association of evan- 
gelists with revivals, and the two principal 
modes of their operation. With one we 
have very little sympathy, with the other 
a great deal. 
ere is a class of evangelists who go 
from church to church, of whom most 
clergymen are afraid ; and their fears are 
thoroughly well-grounded. There arises, 
we will say, a strong religious interest in 
a church. Everything seems favorable 
to what is called “a revival.” Some well- 
meaning member thinks that if Mr. Bed- 
low could only come and help the fatigued 
pastor, wonderful results would follow. 
The pastor does not wish to stand ia the 
way,—is suspicious that he has unworthy 
prejudices against Mr. Bedlow—tries to 
overcome them, and Mr. Bedlow appears. 
But Mr, Bedlow utterly ignores the condi- 
tion of the charch, and, instead of sensi- 
tively apprehending it and adaptivg him- 
seif to the line of influences already in 
progress, arrests everything by an attempt 
to siart anew, and carry on operations by 
his own patent method. The first move- 
ment is to get the pastor and the pastor's 
wife, and all the prominent members npon 
their,knees, in a confession that they have 
been all wrong—miserably unfaithful to 
their duties and their trust. This is the 
first step, and, of course, it establishes Mr. 
Bedlow in the supreme position, which is 
precisely what he deems essential. The 
methods and controlling influences of the 
ebureh are uprooted, and, for the time, 
Mr. Bedlow bas everything his own way. 
Some are disgusied, some are disheartened, 
&@ great many are excited, and the good 





results, whatever they may seem to be, 
are ephemeral. There inevitably follows 
a reaction, and in a year the church ac- 
knowledges to itself that it is left in a 
worse condition than that in which Mr. 
Bedlow found it, The minister has been 
shaken from his poise, the church is dead, 
and, whatever happens, Mr. Bedlow, still 
going through his process elsewhere, will 
not be invited there again. 

We will deny nothing to the motives of 
these itinerants. They seem to thrive 
personally and finan y. They un- 
doubtedty do good under peculiar circum- 
stances, but that they are dan us men 
we do not question. If neighboring cler- 
gymen, in a brotherly way, were to come 
to the help of one seriously overworked, 
and enter into his method of labor, it 
would be a great deal better than to bring 
in a foreign power that will work by its 
own methods or not work at all,—that will 
rule or do nothing... . 

There is another class of evangelists who 
work in a very different way. It is very 
small at present, but it is destined to grow 
larger. It works, not inside of churches, 
but outside of them. It has a mission, 
not to the churches, but to the people who 
are outside of them. It works in public 
halls with no sectarian ideas to push, no 
party to build up, no special church to 
benefit. It aims at a popular awakening, 
and when it gains a man it sends him to 
the church of his choice, to be educated 
in Christian living. To this class belong 
Messrs, Moody and Sankey, whose efforts 
we have approved from the first, because 
they have done their work in this way. 
That it is a better work than the other 
class of ev: ists have ever done, we 
have the evidence on every hand. The 
churches are all quickened by it to go on 
with their own work in their own way. 
There is no usurpation of pastoral author- 
ity and influence. There is no interfer- 
ence with methods that have had a natu- 
ral growth and development out of the in- 
dividualities of the membership, and out 
of the individual circumstances of each 
church. 

There is another good result which 
grows naturally out of the labors of this 
class of men. It brings all the churches 
together upon common d. The 
Presbyterian, the Baptist, the Methodist, 
the Episcopalian, sit on the same platform, 
and together learn that, after all the be- 
ginning and the eesence of a Christian life 
and character are the same in every church. 
They learn toleration from one another. 
More than this: they learn friendliness 
and love for one another. They light 
their torches at a common fire, and kindle 
the flame upon their own separate altars 
in a common sympathy. They all feel 
that the evangelist has to do mainly with 
the beginnings of Christian life, and that 
it is their work to gather in and perfect 
those results which have only been initi- 
ated. Hence, all have an interest in that 
work and help it on with united heart and 
voice. The more of this kind of evange- 
lism we have the better. 


SATURDAY A PREPARATION 
DAY. 
|E. M. Battis, in The Ladies’ Repository, for April.] 


T ought not to be considered strange 
by any child of God that De ye 
preparation is necessary to a fait and 
acceptable observance of the holy Sabbath. 
That preparation is essential to success in 
all secular matters is fundamental, Why 
should it be thought unessential in mat- 
ters greater than secular? If to rise to 
positions of honor and trust in this world 
requires preparation, surely, to rise to 
— of honor and of trust in the 
ingdom of heaven requires nothing less. 
The reason why the day preceding the 
Sabbath is so widely disregarded as a 
preparation day may be an underestimate 
of the value of the Sabbath to all our 
interests,—social, domestic, intellectual, 
and moral. National holidays are re- 
garded as having great value, and everv- 
body expects to get back, socially or fi- 
nancially, more than was expended in 
preparing for them. But the Sabbath is 
the world’s holiday, whose faithful ob- 
servance is attended by promises of richest 
blessing upon person, property, home, and 
country. The more holy the day is kept, 
the richer both the present and the future 
reward. Or the reason may he an am- 
bition that is so far unsanctified that it 
will not permit us to relinquish our hold 
on the world sufficiently long to get ready 
for an enjoyable Sabbath. Or it may be 





a relfishness that blinds us to the neces- 
sity uf takiog Sabbath matters into con- 
sideration beforehand. Or it may be n 
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indifference, from which we are not 
arous d, either by personal responsibili- 
ties, the Divine command, or the conse- 
quences of moral action. 

As results. we have, first, unenjoyable 
Sabbaths, We enter upon the day from 
our shops, our farms, or from a restless 
Saturday night, to find our perceptions 
dull, our whole system weary, our brain 
whirling with the ungoverned thoughts 
and cares of the week, so that often we 
have a positive disrelish for social means 
of grace, and for gracious privileges. 
Second, the violation of conscience. We 
place ourselves, sppezentty, outside of 
the boundaries of business life, to spend 
a “good Sabbath;” but on every side, 
through the paling, cares, responsibilities 
duties, work, thrust their ugly heads, and 
demand attention, and we are forced into 
the performance ‘of labor which we are 
ashamed to be seen doing, which we wish 
had been attended to be ore, which is in- 
consistent with religious devotion, which 
fi ls us with regrets, with shame, with re- 
pentings. 7Zhird, the neutralizing of ex- 

cted d, Our approach to God is 
iodenel, out prayers are hollow, and the 
blessing of the Lord is small and atten- 
uated. These things, ther with the 
thought that the commandment may have 
been positively and wilfully broken, are 
sofficient to make us weary and dae of of 
religious life, and to separate us from it 
forever. 

The preparation sheuld be both tem- 
poral and spiritual, On Saturday let the 
Sabbath toilet be performed as far as 
p.ssible Bree as hair-cutting, shaving, 
the weal bath, and boot-blacking; let 
the Sunday clothes be found, and placed 
ready for use, and the week- day garments 
be put away; let missing buttons be re- 
placed, and the rooms that may be used 
on the Sabbath “ put to rights ; 3, let suf- 
ficient fuel be prepared for the stoves, and 
sufficient kindlin also; let sufficient 
corn and other fodder for the hogs an 
cattle be brought from the field; let “ old 
Dobbin” be brought from the pasture, if 
he is to go to church, or will be otherwise 
needed; put the beli on “old Brindle,”’ 
if it must be done before Monday ; let 
the church-buggy be put in trim; if baked 
turkey is essential to Sunday health, put 
in Saturday stuffing; make two or more 
visits, if they must be made before Mon- 
day ; "let the Monday letters be written, 
and Monday plans be laid out; to the 
fullest aoe #3 extent, let the morning 
and evening as — as midday hours 0 
the Sabbath be kept holy. 

It will be said t “this is enough to 
keep one busy the whole of Saturday.” 
Possibly; and it is more becoming for 
Christians to work thus all day Saturday 
than all day Sunday. “Six days shalt 
thou dts md do all dei wera,” "ig 
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3 cent stam I have 70 kinds of cards, a 
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printing and ’ agents’ price list, will be sent 
with each new order; and I make the above 
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every family. 5 packs, 5 names, to one address 
for 50cts. Y ou will want more when you get 
the first lot. “ More than pleased,” “ Never 
was 80 well suited before,” are almost unani- 
mous expressions. I employ expert and skillful 
printers, and furnish the best of work, and printed 
nearly one million cards in Dee. 1875. Write name, 
town, and state plainly. ‘ whet C. CANNON, 
Kneeland 8 Street, Boston, Mass, 





THE SCHOLA RS’ QUARTERLY. 


GIVE IT A TRIAL. 


When the best les- 
son help for a scholar 
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for three months, every 
school should be sup- 
plied. Send for the 


SCHOLARS’ QUARTERLY 


containing lessons for 
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ment elsewhere. 
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SABBATH SOO BOOKS 


PUBLISHED BY THE 


Presbyterian Board of Publication, 


1334 CHESTRUT ST., PHILADA. 


@MEAOON GIBRs’ ENEMY. A Capital Tem- 


Peer on bad By Mrs. A. K. Dunning. I6mo., 


“en. PICTURES, Six Books in a Box. 
ALICE DUNBAR. ro of the Times of 


John Knox. Price 60 cents. 


MR. pasaane HOUSEHOLD. Price 55 
cen! 
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BY D. L. MOODY. 


Price, 15c. each; per dozen, $1.50, 


“This attractive little pamphlet, by Mr. Moody, 
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which is so tic of the nen, , giving the 
method now so successfully used by h in un- 
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commend it to the attention of Christians every- 
where.—From the Interior. 


W. G@. HOLMES, Publisher, 
No. 77 Madison Street, Chicago, Ills. 
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oon, Dr. An , published in Philadelphia, 
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| THE SCHOLARS’ QUART 


TTIE DESY LESSON HELP PUBLISHED, 
EVERYBODY LIKES IT 





Although the first number of THE ScHoL- 
ARS’ QUARTERLY was issued only in January 
of this year, it has rapidly gained a large cir- 
culation, extending already to every State in 
the Union. 

Wherever it goes it makes friends. It is 
considered by those who have tried it the 
most complete scholars’ help published. 
Nearly all who at first sent for specimen 
copies have since ordered a full supply—for 
their schools or classes. The second number 
for April, May, and June) is nearly ready. 
his will be, in many points, an improve- 
ment on that for the First Quarter. Sub- 
scribers wishing to receive it in good season 
should send in their orders early in March. 


4s 


For the benefit of ‘hon whb here not yet seen THE ScHoLaRs’ 
QUARTERLY, the following brief description of it is given— 


WHAT IT IS. 


It is a collection of the lesson of each three months, with a quar- 
terly review chart and outline for the thirteenth Sunday, bound in 
small quarto form with strong paper covers. Brief explanatory notes 
are furnished to aid the scholars in their study. With the Scripture 
text of each lesson, marginal references are given, and the pronuncia- 
tion of proper names is indicated. It contains a map specially prepared 
for the quarter’s lessons, also a compact Bible Dictionary with the 
needed explanation of terms and description of persons, places, and 
customs. 

For each quarter, a Responsive Review Exercise is added, which 
includes selections from the lessons, golden texts, and related passages. 
This can be used at the quarterly review, or in opening and closing the 
regular sessions of the school. In this latter use it forms an uninter- 
mitting survey of the line of study through the whole quarter. 

THE QUARTERLY is printed on good paper in distinct type. It 
avoids on the one hand the crowded page of the question book; and 
on the other the fragmentary character of the lesson leaf. 

A skilled teacher writes of THE QuARTERLY as follows: 

“T like it exceedingly, and what is better yet my boys like it. 
They say they can do a good deal more with the lessons than before, |” 
and certainly there has been an increase in study and Bible knowledge 
since THE QUARTERLY came. I knew it would be good, but it is better 
than I really thought it would be. I wish every scholar in the country 
could have it.’ 

Others write : 


“T have just received THe ScHoLars’ QUARTERLY, and it has given 
such satisfaction that Iam requested by our teachers to order more.’ 

“The copies sent me last week are highly valued by the class, 
They are the neatest, and most compact and convenient in form of: any 
aids to the scholars in studying the lesson, that I have yet seen.’ 

‘We are so much pleased with them that we have decided to order 
100 copies of them for the scholars.”’ 

“THE ScHoLaRS’ QUARTERLY is just the thing. 
25 copies for one year. © 
order.” 

“THe ScHoLars’ QUARTERLY is all that can be wished for.” 

“Tur ScHoLtars’ QUARTERLY fakes wherever it is introduced.” 


The best way of judging of the merits of Taz QuaRTERLY is to 
send for a copy. 


Send to my address 
You may hear from me again with another 


100 Copies, one year, - - 
100 a6 three months, 5.00, 


Single Copies, one year, .20. 
Published at the office of THs Sunpay Scuoot Times. Address, || 


$20.00. 


PRICE. PRICE, 





JOHN D, WATTLES, Business Manager, 610 Chestnut St., Philad’a. 


CONFECT MONERY. 


CROFT’S 
COLT'S-FOOT ROCK-CANDY, 


CELEBRATED FOR 


COUGHS and COLDS. 


CROFT, WILBUR & CO., 


Manufacturers of Confections and Chocolates, 
1226 MARKET STREET, PHILA, 








CENTENNIAL COLLECHON OF 
NATIONAL SONGS. 


All the prominent Nati¢ ational Songs, in an elegant 
collection, well harmonized, and with piano (or 


1776. MUSIC BOOKS. | 


organ) accompaniment Every American needs a 
copy of such a book as this. and the Songs are the 
best of all Sougs for use in this Centennial year. 


Contents: 
Keller’s American Hymn. Hail Columbia. Star 
Spangled Banner, Our Flag is There, Red, White 
and Blue, Yankee Doodle, To thee, O Country, Co- 


jumbia the Gem, Wat -h on the Rht ne, Fatherland 
German |, Wearing of the Green, St. t atrick’s Day, 
Russian National Hymn, God Save the Queen Rule 
Brittania, Roast Beef of Old E ngland, Men of Har- 


lech (Welch}, Partant pour Syrie, Marseilles Hymn, 
Garibaldi Hymn, King Oscar | swedish], Campbell’ 8 
are Comin’, Bruce's Address, ‘King Christian [Dan- 
ish} ], Spanish National Hymn, Austrian Nat. Hymn. 


Price ia Cloth, 75¢ ; Boards, 50c.; Paper, 40. 
Mailed, post-free, for above price. 

MUSIC appropriate to the year will be found in 
‘American Tune-Book” ($1.50), in “ Father Kemp's 
Old Folks Concert Tunes,’ Tourjee’s Centennial 
Collection (40c.), and in Sheet Music, Martha Wash- 
ington Quadrilles, Centennial March, &c., &c. 
OLIVER DITSON & CO. 

BOSTON. 
Cc. H. Ditson & Co.,|J. E. Ditson & Co., 
TH BROADWAY, | SUCCESSORS TO LEE & WALKER, 
New York. Philadelphia. 


NEW PUBLICATIONS 


BIGLOW & MAIN 
For Sunday Schools: 
BRIGHTEST 
BEST 


Price, in Boards, 35 cts. ; $30 per 100 copies. 
For Prim 


A collection o1 entirely 
new Songs, by 
LOWRY and DOANE, 
has already become 
A GREAT FAVORITE 


wherever adopted. 





ary Classes and Homes: 


Fim.) A beautiful collection of popular 
Soncs Songs for Little Children, compiled 
FOR from the best sources, by 
LITTL E Mrs, Crafts and Miss Merrill. 
Should be in every home and 
FOLKS schoo! for little ones in ‘tie land. 


Price, in Boards, 35 cts. ; 830 per 100 copies. 


ES Etther book se at be enaile in paper cover, on 
recetpt of twenty-five cents 
BIGLOW & MAIN, Publishers, 


76 East Ninth Street, New York. 
91 Washington Street, Chicago. 


PERIODICALS. 


SUPERINTENDENTS. 


THE LABOR OF LOVE. 


A Gospel Monthly, finely illustrated, is just the thin 
for your schools. 18 cents a year, postage pai aid 
per copy—for 10 or more copies to one address. 


THE FOOD FOR THE LAMBS, 


Published four times each month, each number 
has four beautiful pages well illustrated for the 
very little fellows. 


30 cents per copy, postage paid, for 10 or more 
copies to one address. 


BACK NUMBERS. 


The Labor of Love. 
No date, fresh and nice, postage paid, $1.25 per 
hundred. 


The Food for the Lambs. 
Back numbers, no date, 50 cents per 100. 
Address the Publisher, 

EDWIN A. WILSON, Springfield, Ils. 
SPECIMEN COPY FREE. 

UNWIND each aaer and measure it 

From end to end; you'll find 


may 


EvREKA SILK is true in length— 





ou 


case LStbK.] : 


In nothing falls behind, 





